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Uploading Assignments through SafeAssign 
Instructors can use the SafeAssign service to check submitted assignments for plagiarism potential. 
SafeAssign compares your submitted assignments against a set of academic papers to identify areas 
of overlap between the submitted assignment and existing works. 
 
SafeAssign is based on a unique text matching algorithm capable of detecting exact and inexact 
matching between a paper and source material. Assignments are compared against several different 
databases containing millions of articles dating from the 1990s to the present. After the comparison, 
a report is generated that provides detailed information about the matches found. 
 
Please find the SafeAssignment and click on the title. This title could be Assignment 1, Ethical Paper, 
etc.  

 
 

Your instructor is using SafeAssign if you see a SafeAssign statement and a list of supported file 
types on the submission page. Browse My Computer to upload an accepted file format (Word, 
Excel, Powerpoint, PDF). Make sure the file uploads to the Blackboard submission page, before you 
Submit. Once you are finished, click Submit. 
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You have successfully submitted the SafeAssignment. The Report in Progress will determine how 
much of your paper is plagiarized by giving you a percentage.  
 

 
 
Once the process is done you will be able to view the percentage of how much of the paper is 
plagiarized. Click the down arrow next to SafeAssign to open the drop down menu. Click the View 
Originality Report button to open the report. 
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After a paper is processed, a report is generated detailing the percentage of text in the submitted 
paper that matches existing sources. The report also shows the suspected sources for each section 
that returns a match. When the paper is a continuation of a previously submitted work, your 
instructor can delete matching sources from the report and process it again. 
 
The originality report does not state whether a phrase that matches a source is properly referenced. 
Your instructor must read the report and determine if you used proper citations.  Your instructor 
decides if you can see the report. 
Click on the weblink to view the site where you are plagiarizing from.  
 

 
 

The overall SafeAssign score indicates the probability that the submitted paper contains matches to 
existing sources.  
 
Note: This score is a warning indicator only. Review papers to see if the matches are 
properly attributed. 

• Scores below 15 percent: These papers typically include some quotes and few common 
phrases or blocks of text that match other documents. Typically, these papers do not require 
further analysis as there is no evidence of plagiarism. 

• Scores between 15 percent and 40 percent: These papers include extensive quoted or 
paraphrased material, or they include plagiarism. Review these papers to determine if the 
matching text is properly referenced. 

• Scores over 40 percent: A very high probability exists that text in these papers was copied 
from other sources. These papers include quoted or paraphrased text in excess, and need to 
be reviewed for plagiarism. 
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If you notice to the right of the weblink there is a highlighter symbol with a color around it. Each 
plagiarized reference will be color coordinated as well as numbered, so there is no confusion to 
where the reference is coming from. 

 
 

If your instructor has provided additional attempts, you will be able to resubmit your paper with all 
the appropriate changes. Click the Start New button. 
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Again you will upload your paper using the correct format and click the Submit button when you are 
finished.  

 
 

Now you will be able to see all the papers you have submitted along with the plagiarism report for 
each. The goal is to make sure you have a little or no plagiarism percentage before the final draft is 
due. Again additional attempts are determined by your instructor. 
 

 


