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EDUCATION

Ed.D. Lewis University, Romeoville, IL (2018)
Doctorate of Education: Educational Leadership for Teaching and Learning
Dissertation: Racial Consciousness of Educators
M.A. Lewis University, Romeoville, IL (2011)
Master of Arts: Educational Administration
B.S. Governors State University, University Park, IL (2004)
Bachelor of Science: Elementary Education
Endorsements: English and Social Science
Minor: Psychology
Professional Educators License: Illinois IEIN 670230 (2004)
Approved Endorsements: Elementary Education; General Administrative (Type 75); Language Arts (Grades 5-8); Social Science (Grades 5-8); Illinois Performance Evaluation (Teacher Evaluator)
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS

Assistant Professor of Education (July 2022 - present)
College of Education and Human Development
Governors State University, University Park, IL
Assistant Program Coordinator, Early Childhood Education (August 2024 - May 2025)
College of Education and Human Development
Governors State University, University Park, IL
2 credits release time
Administrative Responsibilities:
· Program evaluation and revision for workforce and traditional programs
· CAEP accreditation compliance and reporting
· Curriculum development and standards alignment
· Adjunct faculty supervision and support
· Student recruitment and retention initiatives
Master's Program Redesign Lead (Summer 2026 - Spring 2027)
College of Education and Human Development
Governors State University, University Park, IL
Adjunct Professor (July 2021 - June 2022)
College of Education
Governors State University, University Park, IL
TEACHING

Governors State University (2022-present)
Undergraduate Courses:
· EDEC 3099: Developmentally Appropriate Practices in Education
· EDEC 3410: Classroom Management and Responsive Learning Environments (new course - developed 2024)
· EDEC 3570: Assessment and Differentiation in Instruction
· EDEC 3590: STEAM in Education
· EDEC 4550: Family, Community and Culture
· EDEC 4551: Field Experience 1, Infants and Toddlers
· EDEC 4560: Integrated Social Studies and Literacy: Supporting CRTL and Diverse Learners in Early Childhood (new course - developed 2024)
· EDEC 4999: Early Childhood Student Teaching
· EMED 3425: Professional Development Seminar II: Becoming Culturally Responsive Educators
Graduate Courses:
· EDEC 6099: Developmentally Appropriate Practices in Education
· EDEC 6550: Family, Community and Culture
· EDEC 6551: Field Experience 1, Infants and Toddlers
· EDAD 7803: Supervision and Evaluation
Course Development (2024-2025):
· EDEC 3410/7410: Classroom Management and Responsive Learning Environments (new course)
· EDEC 4560: Integrated Social Studies and Literacy: Supporting CRTL and Diverse Learners in Early Childhood (new course)
· Revised EDEC 3099/6099 to embed ESL objectives in Traditional BA program
RESEARCH AND CREATIVE ACTIVITIES

Research Projects: 
Post-Pandemic Teacher Empowerment in Elementary Education (2022-2025)
Mixed-methods study (n=261 survey responses, 66 interviews) examining K-5 teacher professional trust, autonomy, leadership development, and collective support networks in suburban Chicago schools. This research has produced three publications examining different dimensions of teacher empowerment:
1. Professional trust and teacher autonomy (EduTech Research, 2025)
2. Beyond compliance: Reimagining professional development and leadership pathways 
   for elementary teachers (International Journal on Studies in Education, 2026)
3. Silent solidarity in STEM education: Collective support networks in constrained, 
   technology-rich elementary school systems (ARSTE-ISRES, 2026, Chapter 1)
Publications
Book Chapters:
Smith, C. (2026). Silent solidarity in STEM education: Collective support networks in constrained, technology-rich elementary school systems. In M. T. Hebebci (Ed.), Current academic studies in technology and education 2026 (Chapter 1). ARSTE-ISRES.
Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles:
Smith, C. (2025). Professional trust and teacher autonomy in post-pandemic elementary education. EduTech Research. https://doi.org/10.69991/0.2025.3
Smith, C. (2026). Beyond compliance: Reimagining professional development and leadership pathways for elementary teachers. International Journal on Studies in Education. https://doi.org/10.46328/ijonse.6502 
Dignam, C., Kelly, A. L., & Smith, C. M. (2026). Coaching the coach: A digital autoethnography of generative AI in teacher and leadership preparation. International Journal of Technology in Education, 9(1). https://doi.org/10.46328/ijte.6504 
Dignam, C., Smith, C. M., & Kelly, A. L. (2025). The heart and art of robotics: From AI to artificial emotional intelligence in STEM education. Journal of Education in Science, Environment and Health, 11(2), 151-169. https://doi.org/10.55549/jeseh.813
Conrad, D. L., Smith, C., & Howell, G. L. (2025). Mock job fair: A win-win partnership for districts and pre-service educators. Journal of Education Human Resources. Advance online publication. https://utpublishing.com/doi/10.3138/jehr-2023-0055
Works in Progress:
Smith, C., & Cummings, M. (in preparation). The shift: Supporting the increase in culturally relevant pedagogy in schools. (Manuscript in development)
Grants and External Funding
Funded Grants:
· Sowinski, S., Kelly, A., & Smith, C. (2026). Arts Integration in Early Childhood Education Program. National Endowment for the Arts. $80,000.
· Kelly, A. L., & Smith, C. (Spring 2024). Exploring Critical Issues Through Theater: Experiential Learning for Teacher Candidates. Intellectual Life Grant, Governors State University. $267.
· Smith, C., & Cummings, M. (2026). Clinical Placements and Culturally Sustaining Teacher Development. Spencer Foundation Small Research Grant. $55,349.
Unfunded/Pending Grants:
· Smith, C. (PI). (2026). Reclaiming Joy: A Developmentally Appropriate, Culturally Responsive Play Model for Early Childhood. Caplan Foundation for Early Childhood. $69,000. (not funded)
· Smith, C. (Contributing researcher). (2025, September). Creativity in the age of AI: Understanding teacher perceptions, practices, and professional development needs. Research-practice partnership grant proposal submitted to the Spencer Foundation. Principal Investigator: Amy Kelly. $450,000.
· Smith, C., & Cummings, M. (January 2025). The Impact of Diverse Student Teaching Placements on Teacher Development and Career Trajectories: A Longitudinal Study. Spencer Foundation Grant. $492,096. (Not funded)
· Smith, C. (May 2025). Expanding Access to Early Childhood Teacher Licensure Through a Redesigned Master's Program. PNC Grow Up Grant. $211,834. (Not funded)
· Cummings, M., Kelly, A., & Smith, C. (January 2024). Transforming Early Childhood Teacher Preparation. Stranahan Foundation Grant. $150,000. (Not funded)
· Smith, C., & Patterson, J. (December 2023). Healing Illinois Racial Healing Initiative Grant. Illinois Department of Human Services & Field Foundation. $30,000. (Not funded)
Presentations
Peer-Reviewed Conference Presentations:
Smith, C. (2025, November). Embedding Experiential Learning and Creative Practice in STEAM Teacher Preparation. Midwest ATE Conference, National Louis University, Lisle, IL. 
Smith, C. (2025, November). Fostering a culture of care in early childhood classrooms. NAEYC National Conference.
Smith, C. (2026, October). Cultivating care: Building trauma-informed classrooms through educator wellness. Illinois AEYC Growing Futures Conference, Springfield, IL.
Smith, C. (2024, November). Empowering K-5 Educators: Unveiling Issues, Crafting Solutions, and Honoring Expertise through Teacher Voice. Midwest ATE Conference, Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN.
Smith, C. (2024, November). Fostering a culture of care in early childhood classrooms. NAEYC National Conference.
Smith, C. (2024, June 13). Empowering K-5 Educators: Unveiling Issues, Crafting Solutions, and Honoring Expertise through Teacher Voice. Chicago Southland Educator Consortium Second Annual Conference, University Park, IL.
Smith, C., & Cummings, M. (2023, July). Supporting the Increase of Anti-Racist Teaching in Schools. Paper Presentation ICPEL 2023, Orlando, FL.
Conrad, D., Dignam, C., & Smith, C. (2023, July). Leveraging Leadership Preparation to Strengthen School District Partnerships. Roundtable ICPEL 2023, Orlando, FL.
Smith, C., & Kelly, A. (2023, November). Nurturing a Culture of Care. Illinois Association of Teacher Educators Fall 2023 Conference, Bradley, IL.
Smith, C. (2022, September). Beyond Adequate SEL. Tennessee School Counselor and Administrator Leadership Institute, Murfreesboro, TN.
Other Presentations:
Kelly, A., & Smith, C. (2024, September 15-20). Awe on the grounds: Walk. Wonder. Well-being. Professional development session presented at Governors State University's 3rd Annual Wellness Week, University Park, IL.
Kelly, A., & Smith, C. (2024, September 15-20). Recess for grown-ups: Why we all need play. Interactive workshop presented at Governors State University's 3rd Annual Wellness Week, University Park, IL.
Smith, C. (2025, March 26). Professional Learning Communities (PLCs): Strengthening Faculty Collaboration and Growth. Faculty Professional Development Day, Governors State University, University Park, IL.
Smith, C. (2025, March). CEHD Women's History Month Panel (Moderator). Governors State University, University Park, IL.
Smith, C., Dignam, C., & Kelly, A. (2024, March). Navigating the Landscape: Artificial Intelligence in Higher Education. AI Summit, Governors State University, University Park, IL.
Student Mentoring
Short, M. (2025, April). The High Scope Curriculum: Long-Term Benefits to Child-Directed Learning. Poster presented at GovState Research Days 2025, Governors State University, University Park, IL. (Faculty mentor: C. Smith)
Other Scholarly Activities
Editorial and Review Activities:
· Multilingual Learners in STEAM - New Chapter Development Review, October 2024
· ICPEL Conference Proposal Reviewer, 2022, 2023, 2024
· GSU Foundation Scholarships Reviewer, 2022
· Comprehensive Exam Grader (INLD), 2025
· Peer Observation Reviewer, September 2024
Media and Public Engagement:
· Podcast Producer and Co-Host: Second Look Education Podcast
· Podcast guest: "Advocating for Racism-Free Schools with Dr. Candace Smith," 2025. Teaching and Leading with Dr. Amy and Dr. Joi.
SERVICE

University Service
· Early Head Start Governing Board, Family Development Center, Member (2022-present)
· Faculty Development Committee (2026-present)
· Institutional Wellness Committee, At Large (2025-2027)
· Chair 2026-2027
· Institutional Engagement and Excellence Council (formerly Diversity, Inclusion, and Equity Council), Member (2023-present)
· Retention to Graduation Action Group (R2G), Member (2023-2025)
· GovState Employee Resource Assistance Initiative (ERAI), Committee Member and Organizer (2024-present)
· Faculty Professional Development Day, Presenter (March 2025)
· Undocumented Student Ally Training, Participant (Fall 2024)
· Wellness Book Club, Member (2024-2025)
· Diversity Dinner Dialogue, Participant and Organizer (2024-2025)
College/Division Service
· Assistant Program Coordinator, Early Childhood Education (2024-2025); Master's Program Redesign Lead (Summer 2026 - Spring 2027) 
· Division of Education Professional Development Committee, Lead (2024-present), Member (2023-2024)
· Educator Recruitment and Retention Committee, Member (2024-2025)
· Search Committee, Early Childhood Education Unit A Professor, Member (2024)
· Search Committee, Elementary Education Unit A Professor, Member (2023)
· Search Committee, Early Childhood Education Visiting Assistant Professor, Member (2022)
· Student Teacher Seminar: Interviews and Resumes, Co-Presenter (2022-2024)
· Teacher Job Fair, Organizer and Contributor (2023-2024)
· Comprehensive Exam Grader (INLD) (2025)
· Peer Observation Reviewer (September 2024)
Program Service
· CAEP Accreditation Review, Participant/Data Analyst (2024-2025)
· Student Mentor Program, Coordinator (2024-2025)
· ECE Orientation Meet and Greet Events, Organizer (2024-2025)
· Paraprofessional Mentor (September-December 2023)
External Service
· Advisory Committee, Homewood-Flossmoor High School Education Department for Career and Technical Education, Member (2024-present)
· ISBE Listening Tour, Assessment & Accountability Redesign, Participant (January 2025)
Professional Organizations
· International Council of Professors of Educational Leadership (ICPEL), 2023-present
· Illinois Council of Professors of Educational Administration (ICPEA), 2023-present
· Illinois Association of Early Childhood Teacher Educators (ILAECTE), 2022-present
· National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC), 2022-present
· Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD), 2016-present
· Illinois Principals Association (IPA), 2015-present
· Kappa Delta Pi (KDP), 2022-2024
AWARDS AND RECOGNITION

Faculty Connection, Collaboration, and Celebration Award, Spring 2025, Governors State University
Women Who Advocate for Equity, Diversity and Inclusion, Spring 2024, Governors State University
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Incorporating Holidays into Coursework. DEI Training Series (2024)
Training for Student Teaching Supervisors: Danielson Model Observation Rubric (2023)
Brilliance Beyond Burnout: Mental Health Summit featuring Dr. Patrice Buckner Jackson, May 1, 2025, Governors State University
Faculty Professional Development Day: Professional Learning Communities (PLCs): Strengthening Faculty Collaboration and Growth, March 26, 2025, Governors State University
Advancing Student Success with College Teaching Excellence: What is Your Role? 2024-2025
Population Education Workshops, Spring 2025
Make a Way Consulting: Consulted with and presented to schools to provide implicit bias and social-emotional learning implementation training (2021-2025)
PK-12 ACADEMIC EXPERIENCES

Principal, Kindergarten through 8th grade (July 2018 - July 2022)
Holy Family School, Chicago, IL
Assistant Principal, Elementary (February 2015 - June 2018)
Oak Glen Elementary School, Lansing, IL
Teacher, Fifth and Third Grade (August 2005 - February 2015)
Coolidge Elementary School, Lansing, IL
Teacher, Third Grade (September 2004 - July 2005)
O.T. Bright Elementary School, Chicago, IL
Teacher, Preschool (February 2002 - August 2004)
KinderCare, Tinley Park, IL
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