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Attendees: 

Michelle Buckley- Outreach Worker, Oxford House Inc. 

michelle.buckley@oxfordhouse.org  

Sherry Smedshammer – Crisis Resource Developer, Centerstone 

sherry.smedshammer@centerstone.org  

Beverly Holland- TA Statewide ROSC, Chestnut                           

bgholland@chestnut.org 

Jessica Marczewski- ROSC Coordinator, CPRS, Take Action Today    

jessicam@takeactiontoday.net   

Valerie Stewart- Peer Recovery Specialist, Take Action Today 

valeries.takeactiontoday.net 

Crystal Cantrell- Director, Take Action Today                         

crystalc@takeactiontoday.net 

Kelsey Driskell- House Supervisor, Take Action Today         

kelseyd@takeactiontoday.net   

Teneshkia Write- Coordinator, Carbondale Warming Center  

coordinator@cwcentered.org 

Danielle Kroger- BASE Program, Take Action Today           

daniellek@takeactiontoday.net                                                                                       

            Perry/Jackson ROSC Council 

Meeting Minutes 

3/18/26 @ 1:00pm (Virtual) 
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Brian Tucker- Mental Health Advocate, Carbondale Police Department. 

btucker@carbondale.gov 

Shara Bloodworth- Franklin / Williamson ROSC Coordinator, Take Action Today     

sharar@takeactiontoday.net   

Sherry Reichert- CTP reentry support for individuals on parole,          

Sreichert@tasc.org 

Christine Hepburn- Peer Recovery Specialist, Take Action Today  
christineh@takeactiontoday.net 
 
Torie Patton: Harm Reduction Specialist, Take Action Today 
toriep@takeactiontoday.net 
    
Leighanna Browning- Recovery Service Program Manager, Take Action Today 
leighanna@takeactiontoday.net 

 

Teea Farrell- BASE Program Coordinator, Take Action Today   

teeaf@takeactiontoday.net   

Craig Lynch- Connections Program, Centerstone                 

craig.lynch@centerstone.org 

Michael Lynd- Wellness Couch, Fellowship House             

Michael.lynd@centerstone.org 

Milissa Aaron- Outpatient Sub, Centerstone                      

melissaaaron@centerstone.org 

Laterriea Martin- Mental Health Advocate, Carbondale Police Department  

lmartin@carbondale.org  

Shae Davidson- Outreach Manager, Survivor Empowerment Center  
outreach@empoweringsurvivor.org 
  
Julie Johnson- Peer Recovery Support Specialist, Perry County Counseling Center 
julie.johnson@sibs.pccc.com 
 
 
 

Welcome and Introductions 

The meeting was called to order by Jessica Marczewski, who facilitated her first ROSC 
meeting using a new engagement format focused on strengthening relationships among 
ROSC members. Participants were asked to share: 
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• Name 
• Organization/role 
• Responsibilities 
• Community issues  

Discussion: Recovery Barriers in Southern Illinois 

Participants engaged in a group discussion to identify key barriers affecting individuals 
in recovery and reentry. Major barriers identified include: 

• Stigma surrounding substance use and recovery 
• Transportation challenges, particularly in rural areas 
• Homelessness and lack of stable housing 
• Limited access to mental health services 
• Lack of resources for co-occurring disorders 
• Barriers to shelter access due to felony history 

Discussion Highlights: 

• Transportation was emphasized as a significant issue. 
• Individuals with felony backgrounds face difficulty accessing traditional shelters. 
• Collaboration and sharing lived experiences were identified as effective 

strategies to reduce stigma and improve awareness. 

 Stimulant Recovery Program Discussion 

• A proposal was made to explore development of a stimulant-use recovery 
program with accessibility similar to medication-assisted treatment models, 
including same-day availability. 

• Discussion included the challenge of balancing peer recovery and harm 
reduction approaches, with a need for integrated strategies. 

• The importance of addressing personal barriers (e.g., trauma, past relapse) and 
sharing recovery stories to promote hope was emphasized. 

Community Barriers Discussion  

Representatives from local organizations shared barriers impacting their communities: 

• Transportation limitations 
• Gaps in mental health services 
• Resource shortages 
• Lack of transportation 
• Insufficient housing, particularly for women and individuals in treatment 
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Announcements 

• A harm reduction pop-up event will be held at the Little Resource Center on April 
4th. 

• Organizations are invited to request similar outreach events in their communities. 

 Key Takeaways 

• Transportation and housing remain critical barriers across the region. 
• Mental health services are insufficient to meet community needs. 
• Continued stigma reduction efforts are necessary. 
• Increased collaboration and expanded recovery and harm reduction 

programming are needed. 

 

 Adjournment 

The meeting concluded following discussions and announcements. 

 

https://www.govst.edu/Recovery-Support/Southern-IL-ROSC/JPRC-ROSC-Council/  

 

Next Meeting: 4/18/26 @ 1:00pm 
Zoom Only 

https://zoom.us/j/92445073407pwd=RkRCV2NWR05jVVhENzdqRDdJR

0w1QT09  

 

 

https://www.govst.edu/Recovery-Support/Southern-IL-ROSC/JPRC-ROSC-Council/
https://zoom.us/j/92445073407pwd=RkRCV2NWR05jVVhENzdqRDdJR0w1QT09
https://zoom.us/j/92445073407pwd=RkRCV2NWR05jVVhENzdqRDdJR0w1QT09

