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Our Council’s stigma reduction efforts led Southern Seven
Health Department to become a Recovery Friendly
Employer, supporting meaningful employment
opportunities for individuals in recovery. Through active
participation in community events such as Back to School
nights, Trunk or Treats, and Fall Festivals, Council
members and staff provided education on available
recovery resources and helped normalize conversations
around substance use and mental health in everyday
settings. These events strengthened trust and visibility
within the community while reducing stigma. Additionally,
partnerships with health agencies from the St. Louis and
Springfield regions enhanced collaboration and expanded
access to recovery services through their engagement in
Council meetings and presence at community health
fairs. Collectively, these efforts demonstrate a growing
regional commitment to supporting recovery and
improving community well-being.


