
EDGAR COUNTY ROSC MEETING MINUTES 
 

September 26th, 2023 

5:15 PM 

Paris Hospital Conference Room A and Zoom

 

Attendees: Lea Meister, Kelsey Rogers, Doug Cochran, Cory Hanks, Cindy Spencer, Lisa 

Foster, Lexanna Kocher, Norm Wilson, Mary Alice Parks, Scott Foster, Jonathan Burns, Janice 

Watson, Wendy Lambert, Leanna Morgan, Dr. Marilyn Frey, Teressa Johnson, Tomoko Jo, 

Nicki Hanks, and Karen Cook 

Spotlight Agency/Program: Survivor Resource Center: 

Kelsey and Lea introduced themselves and their positions. The Survivor Resource Center has 

been in Edgar and Clark Counties for the past 6 years. They provide counseling, legal advocacy, 

case management, and prevention education for sexual assault survivors. Lea explained a little 

bit about their counseling department. They provide individual and group counseling for 

individuals who have experienced sexual assault. Age 4 is the age they can start seeing, and there 

is no age limit. They also provide counseling for family members who are affected by the sexual 

assault of a loved one. Counseling is client-centered, and they follow their need. Survivor 

Resource Center is in all of the schools in Clark and Edgar counties and almost all in Vermillion. 

They will go to the schools to see clients if they cannot see them in their offices. On occasion, 

they do offer groups for clients. One of the key policies the Survivor Resource Center lives by is 

that every client is believed, no questions asked.  

  

Kelsey goes into more depth on some of their other services. Their services are free and 100% 

confidential. They have absolute privilege, the highest confidentiality there is. Kelsey's role is to 

provide advocacy to survivors and their families. She can be involved with them in any part of 

the legal process. They also provide prevention education in the schools. Kelsey notes that she 

and Nicki have met and recognized that sexual assault and substance use go hand in hand. Lea 

mentions that partnering with other agencies is essential to have experts in whatever the 

survivors may need. There is also a sexual assault response team in Vermillion County, intending 

to get it in Clark and Edgar counties within the next two years. The sexual assault response team 

works with community agencies that work with the survivors to ensure they are not revictimized 

and can provide much support for them. They also have a 24-hour hotline.  

  

Hour House Stabilization and Transition Unit: 

Teressa Johnson talks about the Hour House's new stabilization and transition unit. It was 

started because of the lack of medical staff for the detox unit. The state decided to do a pilot 

program due to a lack of medical staff in the detox's state-wide. Individuals who can come into 

the stabilization unit can be actively using, those who want to detox and get into residential, and 

those in recovery who have not used and came home and felt their sobriety was at risk. The Hour 

House can still take detox individuals but no longer need medical staff to be the only ones; they 



can incorporate a recovery navigator now. Their medical qualifications are still the same as 

what detox followed. On day one, a short medical screening is done; on day 2, the navigators 

work with the individuals to determine their social determinants of health, and they are 

scheduled for an assessment to decide what services they need. We then connect them with 

whatever resource they need. Most individuals they have helped have transitioned into the Hour 

House's residential program. 

Teresa did give some data on the success of the unit, too. From August 12 to September 12, they 

assessed 37 people across 19 different counties. Of the 37 people, 23 went to residential 

treatment and 2 to outpatient. Jonathan asked how many beds were available in the unit. Teressa 

said that the unit has nine beds, but three programs at the Hour House share those beds. Due to 

construction on their building, some of the beds must be shared with women's residences. Some 

of the beds can be used for detox or stabilization. Now, the different programs can not share the 

same room and cannot share with the opposite sex.   

  

Newsletter Update: 

Nicki told the council that we gave out 55 boxes of Narcan through the DOPP sites in August. At 

the Recovery Picnic, we gave out 9 boxes of Narcan. Nicki and Kyle can now see peers in the 

Clark County jail. They are very excited! Nicki also mentioned that we are still searching for a 

big rock to make into a snakehead for our recovery snake. We are putting it out at one of the 

parks in Paris when we get the snake head. Nicki has been seeing a lot of new peers in her 

groups, which is exciting to see. She is also working to get a free movie night together for 

December for individuals in recovery and their families. She is looking into a location but asked 

the council for suggestions. Cindy said to reach out to the movie theatre as they have done day-

free movies.  

  

Nicki mentions the fantastic success of the Recovery Picnic! We had over 100 people in 

attendance, giving away 40 adult prizes, tons of kiddo prizes, and a huge thank you to all our 

sponsors and volunteers! We are also having another Laundry Day on October 12. New 

Beginnings Church of Paris provides $400 in quarters, and Lake Ridge Christian Church 

includes transportation. We want to get a system going and have a stop for Chrisman and 

Kansas. Red Ribbon Week is October 23-31st, and the theme is Be Kind to Your Mind, Live 

Drug Free. We have a Zoom meeting tomorrow to discuss how to participate with the schools 

this year. Cindy asked if we were still planning to have laundry days because Kansas has ball 

games, and they want to charge people's admissions as laundry supplies. Someone suggested that 

the Housing Authority location in Kansas has washers and dryers, and we could partner for 

laundry days there in Kansas. Karen touched back on the Clark County jail and the excitement 

for having peer support services there. She explained Douglas County's success with getting five 

individuals into treatment from their peer support services and hopes to trickle this down into 

Edgar County. Mary Alice mentioned that she sat in on a state-wide probation call, and peer 

support services were discussed immensely as their potential implementation in jails. She said it 

was interesting to hear all of the navigators in the call talk about the impact they are having in 

the counties that are already implementing this.  

  

  

Subcommittee Meetings Update: 

Recovery Housing:  



We met on September 13 and discussed the homelessness data we had collected thus far. We 

discussed how we wanted to distribute the information—and also talked about creating a list of 

homeless agencies that are available for people. Karen opened it up to the council to send 

Ambrosia or Nicki 1-2 agencies to serve our community that help assist those needing housing. 

Karen also mentioned that Ambrosia and Nicki created a form for Laundry Days that asks 

individuals questions regarding homeless data, resources, and services. Nicki also said that we 

are still working on a homelessness campaign and collecting data on homelessness in our 

community.  

  

Recovery Picnic:   

We were now turning into our educational training and events subcommittee. We will be 

meeting again on Zoom on October 16 at 1 PM. We did not have anyone in attendance for the 

meeting this month.  

  

Laundry Day- October 12:  

The next Laundry Day is on October 12! New Beginnings Church is sponsoring $400 and 

laundry detergent. We will be set up at 8 AM at J's Laundry and stay until funds run out! Lake 

Ridge is providing transportation for the event. For individuals to sign up for Laundry Day, they 

will call Nicki (her number is on the flyer), and she will fill out a registration sheet and give it to 

Nate. Karen mentioned that we suggest that individuals place their clothes into sealed bags for 

transportation when we are on the phone. We will also have the surveys available for individuals 

to fill out. We do not have another laundry day scheduled, but Nicki noted we hope to have more 

sponsors soon! 

  

Red Ribbon Week- October 23rd-31st:  

Red Ribbon Week is October 23-31. This year, we plan to partner with HRC Prevention, CARE, 

and the Edgar County Public Health Department. We are meeting tomorrow to discuss what we 

want RRW to look like. Karen mentioned that the council should look at the Red Ribbon website 

as they have much beneficial information.  

  

Coat Drive-November:  

Karen mentioned that we want to do another coat drive this year. Once again, we will be 

beginning to ask for coats. We plan to pass out coats at the laundry mat and other agencies. 

Karen opened it up to suggestions for what to do with the coats after they are collected. Cindy 

mentioned that a shop with a cop purchases a lot of coats for kiddos in the community.  

  

Agency Update: 

Recovery Court: 

Norm said we are back up to two participants with more potential candidates. Everything is 

going well! 

HRC: 

         HRC's LRP will be expanding hours. It will change to 24/7 on January 1.  

CARE Coalition: 

         Still in the process of getting 501c3, but heading in the RCO direction! 

Human Trafficking Training: 



Set for December 1. 2 sessions. 1st will be at the Fine Art building from 1-5 PM. They are 

specifically for first responders, law enforcement, and education staff. 2nd session will be at 

Wenz from 6-8 PM on the 1st.  

CEUs for law enforcement have been approved for the training, so spread the word to law 

enforcement! They will bring in a survivor for the training, and we hope to get excellent 

attendance! Doug has contacted the schools to ensure they know the training and invite them. 

Nicki mentioned that our ROSC team is excited to come! Wenz is setting up 200 chairs for the 

second session, and we would love to see the chairs filled! Doug is going to share the training 

information with the news as well! Doug also mentioned that CARE's monetary donation would 

not make the training available. Karen asked if there was an opportunity for childcare for the 

second training. Cindy said we should contact guidance counselors at the high schools to see if 

the kiddos needing community service would be willing to watch them for the second session.  

 

Next Meeting: October 24, 5:15 PM at Paris Hospital Conference Room A and Zoom 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROSC Recovery Housing Notes 

September 13th, 2023 

5:00 PM to 6:00 PM 



Zoom 

Attendees: Nicki Hanks, Ambrosia Roberts, Lisa Foster, Julie Pohlman 

• Recap on Homelessness Data in the Community 

o Discussed putting homelessness data in the newspaper 

o Report numbers to the community forum  

o Ambrosia reported the numbers again for attendees 

o Lisa brought up Hopes and Dreams 

▪ Ambrosia mentioned reaching out back out 

o Laundry Day survey for homelessness 

▪ 5 steps to homelessness idea but make into a survey 

• Have you ever lost your apartment and had to stay with family and 

friends? 

• Have support? 

• Do you or anyone in your family struggle with a SUD? 

▪ Unanimous and box with slit  

• Creation of List of Homeless Agencies/Programs 

o Reaching back out to the council and having them reach back out with their 

research  

• Community Fridge 

o Looking for a new location to house a fridge 

o Resale shop maybe donating one? 

▪ Maybe ask them the minimum amount they will take for one and ask for 

donations or fundraiser 

• Partnerships for Transportation  



• Community Phone 

• Community Shower 

• Landlord Lists/Partnerships 

ROSC Strategic Plan Goals related to Recovery Housing 

Activity 26: Communicate with local agencies and organizations to analyze the 

need for safe, sober living locally in the community.  

Activity 27: Identify recovery homes in surrounding counties and build potential 

partnerships.  

Activity 28: Identify landlords in Edgar County and facilitate meetings to discuss 

potential safe and sober living opportunities for individuals and their families.  

Activity 29: Aid Community Resource Agencies in developing safe and sober 

living resource guides.    

 


