
Ford County ROSC Council Meeting Minutes  

April 25th, 2023 at 8:30 a.m. 

Attendees:  

Frankie Ward (Chestnut Health Systems/Ford Cty ROSC) 

Kari Knap (Chestnut) 

John Schneider (Chestnut) 

Barb Brumleve (Chestnut) 

Leann Courson (Bridgeway/West Central IL ROSC) 

Jennifer Anderson (Ford County Probation) 

Helena Longfellow (GAH - Gibson City Clinic) 

Tammy Barragree (Clove Alliance) 

Sandra Beecher (Gateway) 

Dave King (Carle Hospital) 

Kami Garrison (Ford County Public Health) 

Odette Hyatt-Watson (East Central Illinois Community Action) 

Anne(CRCC) 

Anonymous -CHS 

 

Discussion:  

• Guest Presenter: Leann Courson - Systems of Care Coordinator/Region 3 Mentor/West Central 

IL ROSC (Bridgeway): Covers Henry, Knox, Warren, and Henderson Counties in West/Central 

Illinois. Knox County is the strongest in terms of finding recovery “champions” and other 

resources. It is a very rural area without treatment centers, many meetings, etc. Bridgeway is 

the lead agency for West Central ROSC, just as Chestnut is lead agency for the Ford County 

ROSC. The question was asked about how many people this area serves. Leann estimated that 

all together the population served is approximately 120,000+.  

 

• ROSC Council started with about 12 reps from different agencies and schools in the area. They 

built a solid core and then we expanded out by building partnerships one at a time—coffee 

dates, luncheons, Zoom meetings, etc. IN many ways the ROSC is about “who you know” to be 

able to maximize the collaborations and opportunities to recovering people. Always networking 



and attending outside agency events. We also learned that the more we started showing up for 

other agencies, the more they started showing up for us.  

• Able to expand funding to hire peer support specialists and further support the ROSC (this 

helped us bring in larger events, keynote speakers, and more). Human Services Council 

meetings, city council meetings, Chamber of Commerce are all examples. “I am excited for the 

Ford ROSC because Frankie is doing all the things she’s supposed to be doing”.  

• Leann identified herself as a person in long-term recovery and she is open about that in her 

community to help reduce stigma.  

 

• Peer Support Specialists do everything from giving local recoverees rides to appointments to 

sitting with them during court hearings to whatever else we can think of that falls within the 

recovery realm, which is a great many things. Buddy Transportation System =  

• Successes: Candlelight vigils, sunset Yoga, Buddy Transportation System, 2 Annual Recovery 

Walks, Billboard Campaigns, Vision Board Nights, Christmas parade, Workout Groups at YMCA, 

Recovery Hour Live on FB (weekly), Naloxon distribution, outreach packets to overdose 

survivors, and more.  

 

• Anti-Stigma Campaign: Saturday, June 18th at 10:00am – Resource Tables, Family Fun, Recovery 

Speakers! 



 

• Leann cited Recovery Partners that include Bridgeway, OSF, Celebrate Recovery, Probation, 

Police, local Colleges, and many more:  

 

 

All Awareness Day (May 13th) 

• All Awareness Day – Ivy Ward: Ivy shared news about the All Awareness Day on May 13th at 

North Park in Gibson City from 11am-2pm. It will feature all types of information and agencies 

beyond just SUD/MH. At least 40 tables confirmed. Advocate for a cause that is dear to them or 

should have more light shined up on it. Share resources and build awareness across a wide 

variety of areas that can benefit communities. Free event. All sorts of family and children-

friendly activities planned.  



 

• Events for the Day: All Awareness Walk at 11am, Live Music (rock/pop covers), Food Trucks, Ice 

Cream Truck (only thing not free are food/ice cream trucks), Childrens Activities/Games/Crafts, 

Ribbon making station, Photo Booth (with Beatles Abbey Road theme – “Come Together…right 

now…over ‘Recover-EEEY’” Sha-kah brr-nrr ☺ ), Powder Paint (optional, wash stations & goggles 

provided), and many Awareness/Info Booth.  

• Misc: Booths are 10x10; Park is reserved from 6a to 6p; We’re asking that booths are set up by 

10:30am (for 11:00 Walk and Powder Paint), Designated spots will be reserved for each agency 

booth, Tee shirts ordered ($11.99 each) but some will be used for prizes. Please bring your own 

chairs and chairs. If you need these provided, please let us know ahead of time. 

• All the different causes that All Awareness seeks to support (below)…you can’t read it but the 

image gives an idea of scale and volume.  



 

• Punch card will be utilized to encourage people to visit every booth. Those who complete their 

cards will be entered into a drawing for free prizes.  

• Please contact Frankie for more information about All Awareness Day. Please also share this 

event with people you know! 

• If you want to Help: If you want to help here are some things you can do: Buy shirts to support 

and help give away to people who cannot afford one; Donate themed baskets to raffle off, 

volunteering for the day, and there are other ways if you reach out to Frankie.  

• Rainout Date/Backup Plan still TBD (unclear yet if there will be make-up day or an alternative 

backup location…in meantime, if you’re reading this, pray for sunshine and blue skies. Evidently 

we’re in trouble though because Kami confirmed this event is taking place on her Neighborhood 

Garage Sale Day, and it’s a well-known scientific fact that “it always rains on Garage Sale Day”.  

• Agency Updates:  

o Kami shared about some experiences recently passing out Narcan at local Drug 

Takeback event on Saturday. She shared how a large percentage of people were 

disinterested in Narcan because “they didn’t think it applied to them” (and in some 

cases that may be true). This general malaise can be a challenge when trying to 

distribute the medication and Kami wisely only passed it out to people who seemed 

genuinely interested (no reason to waste it). Regardless, the event still gave her (Kami) 

an opportunity to educate people about Narcan and raise awareness.  

o Odette (E. Central Action) introduced herself as a first time attendee, briefly mentioned 

her agency is open to collaboration and helping, and was welcomed by the council.  

• Get Involved: There are three ways someone can participate as a 1) Resource, 2) an Awareness 

or Cause (SUD, LGBTQIA+, Breast Cancer, etc.), or 3) as a Sponsor (via Amazon wish lists). The 

goal is to bring communities together (Champaign, Ford,) to provide a platform to stand on and 

come together in unison. Please also contact Frankie and/or Ivy if you have suggestions on how 

to enhance the event or if you would like to set up an info table.  



• Sober Recreation Sub-Committee - Other way to get Involved: Frankie reiterated some council 

members’ feedback about wanting to produce more Sober Recreational events for local 

community members. This sub-committee will be planning and organizing those events, but we 

could use more help! 

 

 

• ROSC Social Media being updated with Ford County services. Please contact Frankie if you have 

services to spotlight for the community and would like us to feature on our Facebook site too.  

• Meeting adjourned at 9:20 am  

Next Meeting:  

• Thursday, May 23rd at 8:30 a.m.  

• Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87970797355?pwd=Si9DQjlZT1lkTWtaZElIWERJNVBEdz09 

Meeting ID: 879 7079 7355 

Passcode: 379316 

One tap mobile 

+13126266799,,87970797355# US (Chicago) 

+13092053325,,87970797355# US 

 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87970797355?pwd=Si9DQjlZT1lkTWtaZElIWERJNVBEdz09

