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Communities for Positive Youth Development (CPYD) Coalition  

November 17, 2021 | 10-11:30 AM | Zoom  

Recording: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CwdhFW26XEQ  

Presentation Slides: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18mBpa0TIfAld4mB6OwoY5gBTR_EnNQB_/view?u

sp=sharing  

 

Welcome 

Coalition co-chair, Yassi Delgado (Schaumburg High School), welcomed attendees to 
the meeting and announced that Joe Podlasek, Coalition Co-Chair (Trickster Cultural 
Center), will be joining the meeting at a later time.  

Mission Moment #1: Video by the Youth Advocates for Change (coalition youth 
advisory council) leaders: Lucia (Fremd High School) and Arya (Conant High School), 
welcoming attendees to the coalition meeting. Link: https://youtu.be/QN7vDbnIncI 

Once a month, the YAC will invite a coalition member sector celebrity, youth allies and 
coalition members, to present to the YAC. Students shared YAC highlights such as 
holding the first in-person meeting with 25 youth in attendance and distributing materials 
at the local Trunk or Treats, and events held by Trickster Cultural Center (Mobile 
Museum of Tolerance) and Conant High School (Mental Health Fair).  

Review of funding statement, CPYD mission and vision, and agenda (below): 

1. Mission Moment – Youth Advocates for Change Welcome  
2. Welcome & Review Agenda 
3. Introductions & Announcements by Sector 
4. Subcommittee Updates  
5. Youth Report-Outs 
6. Mission Moment – LGBTQ+ Center “Spootac-Q-lar" 
7. Positive Youth Development In-School Support Services 
8. KYC Program Highlights 
9. Adjourn 

Introductions & Announcements by Sector: Dawn Mass (Coalition Coordinator, 
KYC) led the introductions by sector (name/pronouns/organization/announcements): 

Youth 

• Arya – Conant High School 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CwdhFW26XEQ
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18mBpa0TIfAld4mB6OwoY5gBTR_EnNQB_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18mBpa0TIfAld4mB6OwoY5gBTR_EnNQB_/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/QN7vDbnIncI
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• Lucia – Fremd High School 

• Natasha – Fremd High School 

• Alyssa – Schaumburg High School  

• Haley – Schaumburg High School 

• Jennifer – Schaumburg High School 
 
School 
 

• Yassi Delgado – Schaumburg High School 
o District 211 is looking for Teacher Assistants – 60 hours of college credit 

required, core subject background preferred. Candidates can apply on the 
District 211 website, contact Yassi with questions; Recently attended a 
Boys and Girls Club meeting in Schaumburg, will be inviting to the 
coalition. The Schaumburg Teen Center is open for 7th-12th grade 
students. They are looking for partners to help advertise services, looking 
into providing transportation for students to be able to attend programs 
after school.  

• Beth Farr – Schaumburg School District 54 
o Each building supports families during the holidays. If you know of a family 

in District 54 who needs support during this time, contact the school social 
worker; When families are in need of monetary support, social workers 
can request funds through the District’s Crisis Fund; Thank you for your 
attendance at the District 54 Staff Resource Fair. More than 100 staff 
attended and were grateful for all the community resources. 

• Cyndie Gordon – Schaumburg School District 54 
o Autism Resource Center is offering floor time instruction for District 54 

parents; Thank you for attending the D54 resource fair; New Psychology 
Department Chair will be joining the coalition.  

• Ray Galarza – Elk Grove High School  

• Danielle Casamassimo – Schaumburg High School 
o Parent Academy on November 30th 

 
Housing/Legal 

• Brian Freiman – Northwest Compass 
o Turkey Drive and Present Drive with Rolling Meadows Courthouse and 

local Bar Association; shared that he is a lawyer by trade and is available 
for legal questions. 

 
Government 

• Christi Wessel – State Rep. Michelle Mussman’s Office 
o Rental assistance is available. For school sector representatives, please 

share information with parents and students. Services and agencies are 
listed on State Rep. Mussman’s Facebook page.  

 
Law Enforcement 

• Sue Zylstra – FBI 
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o Thank you to Trickster Cultural Center, allowed display of Native art at the 
FBI office during Native Heritage Month; Getting ready to prepare for Adult 
Citizens Academy (April – June, 8-week course). 

• Ken Costello – Illinois National Guard Counter-Drug Taskforce 
o Shared positive feedback on the Trickster Cultural Center presentation at 

the FBI office; announced that Sergeant Patrick Deweese will be joining 
the coalition. 

 
Youth-Serving Organizations 

• Heather Mlynek – the Bridge Youth and Family Services 
o The Bridge is now offering services on Saturdays 9am-1pm. Discretionary 

counseling program is for anyone in Northwest Suburban Cook County, 90 
days of free counseling for students engaging in risk-taking behavior (i.e., 
truancy) 

• Silvia Kulig, the Bridge Youth and Family Services 
 

Other: Substance Use Prevention 

• Rachel Stewart, Alliance Against Intoxicated Motorists 
o Beyond Driver’s education program, backed by Secretary of State’s Office. 

Program focuses on dangers of substance use/reckless behavior on the 
road. If any groups are interested in program, contact Rachel.  

Parents 

• Qinghua Li, Parent  
o Was last month’s YAC sector celebrity, advocated for parent-child 

relationships and importance of mental health in the Asian community; 
helps Chinese parents and their kids as a volunteer in the community. 

 
Sherrine Peyton (KYC Community Collaboration Division Director) introduced KYC staff 
and leadership team. Drug-Free Communities and Substance Use Prevention Services 
grants cover Schaumburg, Hoffman Estates, Palatine, and Elk Grove Township.  
 
KYC staff in Attendance: 

Marian Lopez, Dawn Mass, Daryl Pass, Dan Hanners, Michelle Barron, Donna 
Boguslavsky, Mary Kay Betz, Esteban Diaz, Colleen Accardo 

Mary Kay Betz, KYC shared information about the upcoming Seasons of Recovery 
event on December 4th at the Schaumburg KYC location (650 E. Algonquin Road Suites 
104 and 201). This will be a free family-friendly event; registration is now open.  

Donna Boguslavsky – Drop-in Nights are every Thursday, great opportunity to youth 
(11-24) to meet other youth and learn about services. Makeup night tomorrow, 
November 18th. Follow the KYC LGBTQ+ Center on social media for updates. The 
group is looking for queer-identifying professionals to join the North Suburban 
Community Network and planning group for Northwest Pride Fest in June 2022 to be 
hosted at Trickster Cultural Center. 

Youth Report-Outs 
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Arya Shah, YAC leader, provided an update: October 20th – first in-person YAC meeting 
since February 2020, 16 in-person and 11 on Zoom. First sector celebrity was Lucia’s 
mom, Qinghua Li, who shared information about her experiences as a parent and 
community leader. YAC students distributed materials at the Hanover Park Trunk or 
Treat, Schaumburg Trunk or Treat, and Día de Los Muertos, Conant Mental Health Fair. 
35 students took a gambling prevention survey to ensure that materials speak to youth. 
Planning a December event on gambling prevention and mental health, looking forward 
to sector celebrities coming to January and February meetings, and Cebrin Goodman 
Teen Institute, Food Drive led by YAC member and Fremd student, Natasha.   

Natasha, March for our Lives Palatine and YAC member, provided an update: March for 
Our Lives was founded after the Parkland school shooting. The organization’s goal is to 
empower youth and to end gun violence. The Palatine chapter will partner with the YAC 
for a food drive after the holidays, more information to come. A clothing drive to benefit 
WINGS will take place on December 11th.        

Subcommittee Updates 

Marian Lopez, Kenneth Young Center, shared subcommittee updates. Open positions 
on the coalition’s Executive Subcommittee include Vice Chair, Recorder, and Treasurer. 
If anyone is interested, email dawnm@kennethyoung.org.  

Next meeting dates are: 

Data and Strategic Planning – 12/08/21  
Positive Youth Development (serving Hanover Park) – 12/10/21  
North Suburban Community Network (LGBTQ+ Professionals) – 12/15/21 
Ek Grove Township Subcommittee – 02/02/22 
 
Ray Galarza, Elk Grove High School, provided EGHS YAC update:  

Students are preparing for Operation Snowball to be held on February 26th and are 
participating in trainings twice a month. The student Action Team that attended last 
summer’s Cebrin Goodman Teen Institute wanted to connect with EGHS staff and 
presented at the October staff institute day; they very well received. As a result, the first 
“Reach and Teach” presentation will be to teachers in December, run by students who 
will provide examples of icebreakers and how to run small circles.  

On December 20th, the YAC will distribute coats collected at mobile homes and parents 
will able to participate in a class on how to work with students as they return to in-
person instruction.  

Flyer for the Rainbow Room YAC and EGHS YACs were shared. 

Marian Lopez, reviewed the Coalition Assessment responses from the September 2021 
coalition meeting. Members can still complete the assessment; link will be sent out via 
email after the meeting. The Data and Strategic Planning subcommittee will review 
results. 

Capacity-building themes included coalition basics, inclusivity and acceptance, violence 
prevention, mental health and perseverance amidst the pandemic.  

mailto:dawnm@kennethyoung.org
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Mission Moment #2 – link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zn84nxpvpI8  

Capacity-Building: Positive Youth Development In-School Support Services 
(presentation slides 34-49) 

• Marianne Rogenski, Manager of Positive Youth Development 

• Esteban Diaz, Community Collaboration Supervisor 

• Colleen Accardo, Teen REACH Lead 

The presentation included background of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on 
student mental health, introduction of in-school support services (new in FY22) provided 
by Kenneth Young Center in Des Plaines District 62, Morton Grove District 70, and 
CCSD 59. Funding for these programs is provided by the Illinois Department of Human 
Services and a federal ESSER grant.  

Breakout Rooms – “A Day in the Life of a Community Navigator or a Teen REACH 
Community Navigator”. 

• Scenario 1: Two students approach you individually to express frustration about 
the other. Both students share that their friendship seems different and strained 
and that they have not been communicating with one another. How would you 
provide support to both students?   

• Scenario 2: You have just been assigned a student who has been having 
outbursts of anger at school and has become violent towards his peers and 
teachers. They have been exposed to domestic violence in the home and need 
support services. How would you provide support?  

• Scenario 3: You are working through the day’s programming and curriculum 
when you notice that a particular student isn’t invested and doesn’t want to 
participate in the activity at all. What do you do?  

After the breakout sessions, members were invited to share their insights, summarized 
below: 

• Scenarios involved building a relationship with the student, to be able to engage 
them better or resolve a situation. 

• There’s usually an underlying reason for behavior (lack of sleep, seasonal 
depression, home situation). There should be an interest in investigating and 
providing additional supports for student.  

• This activity highlighted the importance of collaborating with other providers in 
the area to understand the services provided and be able to connect students 
and parents.  

KYC Program Highlights  

Daryl Pass (Recovery Support Services) – Family and Friends SMART Recovery will be 
added in January. Two Naloxone trainings coming up in December. Seasons of 
Recovery will take place December 4th. KYC is an approved Drug Overdose Prevention 
Program (DOPP) site, can distribute nasal Narcan to agencies for free through this 
program offered by IDHS. KYC Vaping Restorative Practices workshops are in place for 
high school students who have been caught vaping or using another substance on 
campus. By attending two 1-hour sessions with KYC staff, referred students are able to 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zn84nxpvpI8
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engage in educational conversations as opposed to receiving a fine or other 
consequence. Reminder to all: we work across the continuum of care and harm 
reduction is a part of this approach. Contact Daryl: darylp@kennethyoung.org. Brian 
Freiman offered to connect team to youth involved in court cases through the Rolling 
Meadows Courthouse. 

Dan Hanners (Media and Communications) – Shared information about the problem 
gambling program. KYC can offer presentations to youths and adults, promotional 
materials, social media campaign graphics, and other resources. Contact Dan: 
danh@kennethyoung.org.  

Michelle Barron (Substance Use Prevention) – Youth Prevention Education and 2022 
Illinois Youth Survey registration update. Contact Michelle: 
michelleb@kennethyoung.org.  

Adjourn 
Joe Podlasek (Coalition Co-Chair) shared information on upcoming event at Trickster 
celebrating Native women chef. Next Coalition meeting will be on January 19th in-person 
at Trickster Cultural Center.  
 
Visit cpydcoalition.org for updates! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funding provided to the Kenneth Young Center by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 
(SAMHSA), the Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP), the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), the Illinois Department of Human Services (IDHS), the Illinois Public Health Association (IPHA), the Public 
Health Institute of Metropolitan Chicago (PHIMC), and Schaumburg Township.   
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