
Hour House Effingham County ROSC Council Meeting Minutes  

October 26th, 2021  

 

Members Present: Valerie Engelbart, Liesl Wingert, Kathy Kehrer, Karen Cook, Jenee 

Westjohn 

Valerie Engelbart: Heartland Human Services- voiced concern that clients do not have adequate 

transportation and housing.  

Kathy Kehrer: Stated she works with Chestnut Health Systems under the Leadership Center. 

Their current project is to assist low access counties address barriers and identify gaps.  

Jenee Westjohn: Probation- Voiced concern with the stream lining of clients requesting 

treatment. Jenee connects clients to additional resources until adequate treatment is available. 

Jenee also voiced concern with the teen demographic population and how there has been an 

increase of teens who are using substances. The teens are not in school, and are not being 

provided adequate food and housing. Liesl and Karen will discuss further resources.  

Jeff Fritchtnitch: Shared through email that the Effingham Library received a grant that assist 

ECJOBS in promotion. Jeff is going to provide a training to Hour House Staff Nov 2nd. 

Manufacturing Day in Effingham County was attended by 200 juniors and seniors from 

Effingham County.  10 businesses participated.  10% of the students created a profile on 

ECJOBS after my presentation. 

Johnna Schultz: shared through email that the library received funding to host "Open Office 

Hours" to assist job seekers -Matt Hopkins, Programming Coordinator, will host those hours - 

Mondays/Tuesdays from 11 to 1 p.m. in the library's Bauer Room (main floor) 200 N. Third, 

Effingham, IL 62401. Matt can help users create resumes and register to use ECJobs.org Any 

businesses or organizations who'd like to post open positions on ECJobs.org can do that at no 

charge - please reach out to Matt for more information about both of these great opportunities. 

ROSC Series: Hour House (Illinois Family Resource Center) Currently working with Karen 

Cook on a variety of workshops that can be held for local organizations and groups. The first 

webinar will be held Nov 22nd. 

Anti-Stigma Video Ad Campaign: We had 14 volunteers participate in the video ad campaign. 

Each volunteer recorded 30-90 sec clip on “What does recovery mean to you?”.  These ads will 

play throughout holiday season (Nov-Jan).  

Case manager/social worker for Effingham Police Department: Karen, Johnna, and Liesl are 

aiding the EPD in finding funding for this position. Liesl mentioned a few options: Cops Office 

grant & COSAP grant – discuss/seek further information from Liesl. Liesl share that she would 

be willing to aid in writing for a grant & discussed the possibility of forming a DEC Alliance 

(Drug Endangered Children) to aid in that as well.  

 


