
  

Call to order 

The Metro-East Recovery Council monthly meeting was held at 104 United Drive,  

Collinsville, IL 62234 on February 13th, 2020 from 9:00 am to 10:30 am.  

1. Introductions, Announcements – Introductions. 

a. Manifested Mercy: Accountability Training March 7th and 14th from 12 pm – 2 pm 

b. Porchlight Collective: “Bad Date” Mobile App (beta version): The Porchlight Collective is 

gathering demographic, topical, qualitative, and quantitative data to be used in a mobile 

application designed to be used by sex workers in St. Clair and Madison Counties.  This 

population will be able to access and report information on “bad dates” they have had 

and share it with their population exclusively.  It will be HIPAA secure and all info would 

be able to be reported anonymously by sex workers to flag “Johns and Janes” by sharing 

the info about the date.  This will include general information about the description of 

the John, the alias used, the vehicle description of the John, where the date picked up 

the sex worker, and a brief description about the event (robbed, sexually or physically 

assaulted, raped, held against their will, etc.).  Their access will be granted by a revolving 

and specified password that only the participating sex workers will have access to. LAW 

ENFORCEMENT WILL NOT HAVE ACCESS TO THIS INFORMATION UNLESS SUBPEONAED 

BY A COURT OF LAW.  NO EXCEPTIONS. If you have any clients that are sex workers and 

would like to help build this application and/or have access to the app, please contact 

Jen Nagel: jlnagel@chestnut.org or nageljennifer9999@gmail.com  
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Erica: ejbaker@chestnut.org  
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c. Chestnut is hiring RSS and Employment Specialists. Contact Ashley Amburn for more 

information: adamburn@chestnut.org  

2. Any Assessment/MOUs – Please see attachments for blank MOUs and county specific 

assessments. Please fill out the appropriate MOUs and assessments, then send to Erica. We are 

updating both for the current fiscal year. Thank you!  

3. Resources Update –  

a. Community Resource Fair: March 20th. 201 Church Street, Collinsville. 12:30-3:30. 

b.  Belleville SWIC Resource Fair February 26th from 11am to 1pm 

c. St. Clair Expungement & Sealing: February 29th from 9am to 2pm at SWIC Belleville 

d. SMART Recovery Meeting: The Living Room at Call for Help, Wednesdays 6pm-7pm 

starting February 12th. 9400 Lebanon Road, East St. Louis, IL 62203 

4. EAB/RAB/CRAB/HAB – There will be contact made to each of the advisory boards with further 

information.   

5. SAMHSA Occupational Wellness – Occupational wellness is important because most of our 

awake time is spent at work, and jobs do effect mental health. For optimal occupational wellness, 

people will have jobs in areas they want to work. At the same time, that is not always attainable, 

which is where it’s important for each individual to seek pride in their work.  

6. Stigma Campaign Launch – The anti-stigma survey has officially been launched! More details 

will be sent out via email. 

7. Protocols/Assessment Edits/Approval – Protocols/assessments edits have been suggested and 

the documents will be edited. Is anyone interested in being part of a strategic plan editing group?   

8. DMH Recovery Initiatives Presented by Cindy Mayhew – Discussed recovery language. Also 

discussed Certified Recovery Support Specialist, Wellness Recovery Action Plan, Recovery and 

Empowerment Statewide Calls, Illinois Warm Line, Recovery and Empowerment Handbook, 
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CRSS Provider Handbook, and Living Rooms. If you have questions about any of these resources, 

please contact Cindy at cindy.mayhew@illinois.gov.  

Next MERC meeting: March 12th, 2020 from 9:00 am to 10:30 am 

Metro East Parks and Recreation Building (104 United Drive, Collinsville, IL 62234) 

Presentation: Co-Occurring Disorders in a Recovery Oriented System of Care  

Presented By Mark Sanders 

Coming together is the beginning. Keeping together is progress. Working together is success. – Henry Ford 
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