
Master of Health Science in 
Communication Disorders 
 
The need to communicate.  

Most of us take it for granted, but the need to communicate is a struggle for many. Speech-
language pathologists work with the full range of human communication and its disorders. 

Speech-language pathologists are professionals who “engage in clinical services, 
prevention, advocacy, education, administration, and research in the areas of 
communication and swallowing across the life span from infancy through geriatrics” 
(Scope of Practice in Speech-Language Pathology, ASHA, 2007, p. 2*). 

The Master of Health Science (MHS) in Communication Disorders
The MHS is designed to provide you with the knowledge and skills necessary to assess and 
treat people with communication and swallowing disorders. Our program was the first, and 
now is one of only a few accredited speech-language pathology programs in the nation, 
that requires students to obtain all their clinical experience in actual work settings outside 
the university. A network of more than 150 sites in the region provides students with 
diverse clinical experiences. Our program ensures that each student is exposed to a variety 
of clinical settings (e.g., school, hospital), client/patient populations, and age groups.

Competitive Admission
Admission to the MHS program is competitive. This program accepts a limited number of 
applicants and generally admits students only for the fall semester.

How to Apply
Application to the graduate program in Communication Disorders at Governors State 
University is made through a centralized application service: Central Application Service 
for Communication Sciences and Disorders (CSDCAS). This is a state-of-the art, web-
based application that offers applicants a convenient way to apply to multiple graduate 
programs in communication disorders by completing one single application. To apply to 
our program, you should access CSDCAS at www.csdcas.org/.  

For more information about the Master of Health Science in Communication 
Disorders degree program, please call the Department of Communication 
Disorders at 708.534.4590 or visit www.govst.edu/cdis.  

*American Speech-Language-Hearing Association. (2007). Scope of Practice in Speech-Language 

Pathology [Scope of Practice]. Available from www.asha.org/policy.    
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CDIS 730 Fluency Disorders: Evaluation and Treatment (3)
CDIS 740 Adult Language and Cognitive Disorders (3)
CDIS 750 Motor Speech Disorders: Differential Diagnosis and 
	 Treatment (3)
CDIS 760 Dysphagia in Adults and Children (3)
CDIS 770 Aural Rehabilitation: Principles and Procedures (3) 
CDIS 805 Current Topics: (1)
CDIS 815 Professional Issues Seminar in Communication Disorders (1)	
CDIS 830 Foundations of Clinical Practice (1)			 
CDIS 853 Practicum in Speech-Language Pathology: 
	 Special Population (6)
CDIS 854 Practicum in Speech-Language Pathology: Public School (6)
CDIS 858 Practicum in Speech-Language Pathology (6)

Thesis/Non-Thesis Option (3 or 1 Hours) 

Select one of the following options: 

Thesis Option: 
	 CDIS 890 Graduate Thesis/Project (3) 

Non-Thesis Option: 
	 CDIS 835 Qualifying Examination in Communication Disorders (1)

Total Required with Thesis Option – 57 Hours 
Total Required with Non-Thesis Option – 55 Hours

Governors State University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission of 
the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools.

This information is for reference only. For complete degree  
information, please refer to the current approved Governors State University 
catalog online at www.govst.edu/catalog. 

Master of Health Science in 
Communication Disorders 

Fully Accredited  
The Master of Health Science in Communication Disorders is 
accredited by the Council on Academic Accreditation in Audiology 
and Speech-Language Pathology (CAA) of the American Speech-
Language-Hearing Association (ASHA), 2200 Research Boulevard 
#310, Rockville, Maryland 20850, 800.498.2071 or 301.296.5700. 
The period of accreditation extends from November 1, 2007 through 
October 31, 2015.

Graduates meet all academic and practicum requirements for the 
ASHA Certificate of Clinical Competence in Speech-Language Pathol-
ogy (CCC-SLP). The major also meets the academic and practicum 
requirements for licensure in speech-language pathology in the state 
of Illinois.

The program is approved by the Illinois State Board of Education 
(ISBE) and meets academic and practicum requirements for the 
School Service Personnel Certificate (Type 73) endorsed in non-
teaching Speech-Language Pathology.

Special Admission Requirements   
Students must apply for admission by January 15 of the year in 
which enrollment is sought. 

In addition to meeting university criteria, applicants must
	 •	 have completed a bachelor’s degree in communication 
		  disorders, or its equivalent, at a university with regional 
		  accreditation
	 •	 have a G.P.A. of 3.0 or higher in all undergraduate coursework
	 •	 have a G.P.A. of 3.0 or higher for all undergraduate courses 		
		  in communication disorders 
	 •	 and complete the application materials of the Department of 	
		  Communication Disorders through Central Application Service
 		  for Communication Sciences and Disorders (CSDCAS).

Required Courses (54 Hours)   
CDIS 600 Professional and Scientific Foundations of 
	 Communication Disorders (3)
CDIS 650 Advanced Assessment and Intervention in 
	 Speech-Language Pathology (3)
CDIS 700 Voice and Resonance Disorders (3) 
CDIS 705 Speech Sound Disorders in Children (3)	
CDIS 710 Child Language Disorders: Early Stages (3)
CDIS 720 Child Language Disorders: Later Stages (3) 
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