






IN HONOR OF DR. ELAINE MAIMON 
Entry into the Congressional Record 

SPEECH OF 
HON. JESSE L. JACKSON, JR.

OF ILLINOIS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2007 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Madam Speaker, I rise today to recognize Dr. Elaine Maimon as Governors 
State University's fifth president.  

I am proud to represent Governors State University, the only public university in the Chicago's 
south suburbs. Established in 1969, GSU's student body currently numbers 6,000 students, 
consisting primarily of young adults transferring from community colleges as well as older working 
adults returning to complete their education and advance their lives.  

On November 3, GSU will formally install Dr. Elaine Maimon as its fifth president.  

Dr. Maimon will lead a university committed to the principles of diversity. Forty-five percent of 
GSU's students are minority. Thirty-one percent of its faculty is minority--double the national 
average.

Dr. Maimon will lead a university that is accessible. A study conducted by the Lumina Foundation 
has recognized GSU as the most accessible university in the region.

Dr. Maimon will lead a university that meets the highest standards of demonstrable academic 
quality. Eighty percent of its faculty hold doctoral degrees or the highest degree in their field. The 
university itself is fully accredited, as is each program with an associated national accrediting body.

Dr. Maimon will lead a university connected with its community. Approximately 25,000 elementary, 
middle-school, and high school students visit Governors State each year for educational and 
cultural experiences. GSU faculty members work closely with local governments, school districts, 
and law enforcement agencies to help meet the needs of the region. The university's business 
development center has helped secure nearly $55 million in financing since 2000 and has created 
and retained more than 1,100 jobs in the region.  

More than 30,000 men and women have graduated from GSU since its founding. Most graduates 
still reside in the region, where they serve as teachers, healthcare professionals, executives, 
entrepreneurs, and municipal leaders. Their lives have been transformed and their communities 
enriched because they had access to a quality university education.  

GSU is a model for the kind of university Dr. Maimon has advocated, developed, and enriched 
throughout her academic career. Over the years, she has invested her considerable talents to 
provide access and opportunity, to encourage dreamers to help dreams come true, and to help 
meet the needs of the underrepresented and underserved.  

She has demonstrated the integrity, vision, and commitment required to take GSU to new levels of 
excellence and service.

Welcome, Dr. Elaine Maimon, and congratulations, Governors State University. 





Installation Week Events

Monday, October 29
Art Exhibition - Dr. Margaret Burroughs 

 (Continues through November 5)

Global Solutions: Demanding Total Accountability for Climate Change
Distinguished Lecture - Tom S. Mullikin, Author and Lecturer

Artist Reception - Dr. Margaret Burroughs

Tuesday, October 30
Discussion and Exploration of the Creation of a Doctoral Program in Leadership at GSU

Panelists:  Dr. Eric Martin - Dean, GSU College of Arts and Sciences (Moderator); Dr. Sondra Estep - Coordinator, 
Educational Administration, Governors State University; Dr. Dorothea Fitzgerald - Coordinator, GSU Graduate 

Cohorts; Dr. William Nowlin - Dean GSU College of Business and Public Administration; Angela 
Winters-Harmon - Assistant Dean of Student Life & Multicultural Affairs, Prairie State College; 

Dr. Doreen Vieitez - Professor of Education, Social and Behavioral Sciences Department, Joliet Junior College

Wednesday, October 31
Business Ethics and Social Responsibility - Panel Discussion

Panelists: Dr. Anthony Andrews - Associate Professor, GSU College of Business and Public Administration 
(Moderator); Dr. Susan Brooks Thistlethwaite - President, Chicago Theological Seminary; Dr. Christopher Anne 
Robinson-Easley - Associate Professor, GSU College of Business and Public Administration; Reverend Dr. Leon 

Finney - Woodlawn Organization & Woodlawn Community Development Corporation; Patrick Ormsby - President, 
Bimba Manufacturing

Thursday, November 1
The Impact of Education on Health and the Workforce in the 

Latino Community - Roundtable Discussion
Panelists: Dr. Catalina Ramos-Hernandez - Director, GSU Latino Center for Excellence (Moderator); 

Jose Arrom - Grant Development Investigator, UIC Midwest Latino Health Research, Training, and Policy Center; 
Dr. Adriela Fernandez - Associate Dean for Academic Programs, College of Liberal Arts, Purdue University, West 
Lafayette Campus; Phyllis Johnson - Director, GSU Center for the Research on Vulnerable Populations; Virginia 
Martinez - Legislative Staff Attorney, Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund (MALDEF); Alicia 
McCray - Director, GSU Metropolitan Institute for Leadership in Education; Jorge Mujica - Mexico del Norte

The Globalization of Higher Education - Panel Discussion
Panelists: Dr. Mary Clark - Assistant Professor, GSU College of Business and Public Administration; 

Dashan Cui - CenterPoint Global Trade Center at GSU; Dr. Marsha Katz - Professor, GSU College of Business and 
Public Administration; Dr. Gary Lyon - Associate Professor, GSU College of Arts and Sciences; 

Dr. Nancy MacMullen - Nursing Department Chair, GSU College of Health Professions; Vreni Mendoza - Director, 
GSU Offi ce of International Services



Scholars or Citizens, Workers or Poets? The Fertile Mess of Teaching and Learning Writing
Panelists: Dr. Elaine P. Maimon - President, Governors State University (Moderator); Dr. Douglas Hesse - Professor 
and Founding Director of the Marisco Writing Program, University of Denver; Jason Evans - Professor of English, 

Prairie State College; Bette Conkin - Kankakee Community College

Friday, November 2
Business Appreciation Breakfast (Invitation Only)

Presented by The CenterPoint for Entrepreneurs at GSU

Seeds of Greatness - A Salute to Student Achievements
Presented by the GSU Student Senate

Presidential Reception

Saturday, November 3
Pre-Program Breakfast (Invitation Only)

Installation Ceremony

General Installation Reception

Nathan Manilow Sculpture Park Tours

Display - Juried Works of GSU Faculty



Academic Symbols

The Presidential Medallion
The President’s Medallion is one of the grand traditions of higher education, symbolizing the 
authority and responsibility associated with the presidency.

The specially designed medallion is worn around the neck on a chain and compliments the 
dignity and symbolism of traditional academic regalia. The Governors State University President’s 
Medallion is worn whenever the president participates in ceremonies involving the use of 
academic regalia, including all such services held by other educational institutions on their 
campuses or in nearby facilities.

GSU’s Presidential Medallion signifi es the authority conferred by the Board of Trustees upon the 
President as the chief executive offi cer of the university. By virtue of her offi ce, the President is 
personally entrusted with the responsibility of promoting the mission and values of Governors 
State University.

Typically, the Medallion is presented at the Presidential Installation, signaling the beginning of 
a newly appointed president’s tenure in offi ce. Each Governors State University president has 
proudly worn the Presidential Medallion as a symbol of the responsibility of the offi ce bestowed 
upon her.



The Governor’s Mace

The governor’s mace, carried by the marshal who leads the 
academic procession, is a symbol of the authority of the 
university as a degree-granting institution. The legal authority 
of the university is grounded in the intellectual authority of the 
distinguished faculty who follow in the procession.

In antiquity, the mace was a weapon used to establish the 
“authority” of the physically strong. Its transformation into 
a symbol of intellectual authority is both a tribute to, and a 
reminder of, the civilizing force of a university’s teaching, research, 
and community service.

Engraved on the four side-panels of the governor’s mace are (1) 
the seal of the state of Illinois; (2) a cardinal, the state bird; (3) the 
seal of the former Illinois Board of Governors Universities; and 
(4) an inscription which reads “The governor’s mace, a symbol of 
tradition and authority of Governors State University, dedicated 
to the search for excellence in the pursuit of truth, knowledge, 
and the love of learning. Presented by Peter Levin, friend of the 
university, June 2, 1979.”

GSU Logo

The three sides of the “triangle” symbolize the university’s 
teaching, research, and community service functions. The three 
lines visually suggest the shape of a rocket, reminding us both 
that the university was founded within days of Neil Armstrong 
setting foot on the moon and that the university is a hope-fi lled, 
pioneering community, committed to a better future for all men 
and women.

The circle symbolizes the fact that the university is, indeed, a 
community. Finally, the fact that the tips of the triangle reach 
beyond the circle indicates the university’s outreach into the 
region, state, and nation and its commitment to teaching, research, 
and community service.

Academic Symbols



The GSU Promise

The GSU Promise is a commitment to provide qualifi ed low-income graduates from Illinois 
community colleges the opportunity to earn a baccalaureate degree debt-free.

The plan addresses a critical social need. Only 10 to 15 percent of students who enter community 
college with an intention of earning a bachelor’s degree actually do so. The numbers are 
depressingly low in part because students fear to burden themselves with large amounts of debt, 
and in part because they simply do not know of aid that is available. That represents more than a 
personal tragedy. It is also a loss for our region, which needs a well-educated workforce.  

Low-income students are eligible for Federal Pell grants and aid through Illinois’ Monetary 
Assistance Program.  But federal and state aid may not cover the full cost of an education. The 
GSU Promise will cover the difference.

For the region, the GSU Promise is an investment that will inspire, educate, and motivate the 
future teachers, entrepreneurs, nurses and healthcare professionals, administrators, law enforcement 
offi cials, mayor and city managers, and others - the professional workforce we need to lead the 
development of one of the fastest growing regions in the nation.



Founding Contributors
GSU Promise

$10,000 - $20,000 

Dr. Elaine P. Maimon & 
Dr. Mort Maimon

Mr. Wilbur Morrison

GSU Alumni Association

$5,000 - $9,999

Bimba Manufacturing/
Mr. Pat Ormsby

Dr. Gebeyehu Ejigu and 
Mrs. Genet Ejigu

Dr. William A. Nowlin & 
Mrs. Gloria Nowlin

Rich Township

Mr. William L. & 
Mrs. J.L. Sanders

$1,000 - $4,999

Dr. Joseph Addison & 
Mrs. Jane Addison

Ms. Evelyn Anderson

Mr. David Barr 

Mr. Ronald Bean & 
Dr. Sharon G. Bean

Mr. George Bernstein & 
Mrs. Jean Bernstein

Mr. Sterling Burke & 
Mrs. Arlene Burke

Mr. Charles Connolly

Mr. Oliver Fifer

Mr. Michael Fisher & 
Mrs. Iris Fisher

Dr. Glenna Howell

Ms. Alexis Kennedy

Dr. Jagon Lingamneni

Mr. Donald Morrison & 
Mrs. Helen Morrison

Ms. Lorine S. Samuels

Dr. Aida Shekib

Mr. J. Jeffrey Thrall 

Dr. Peggy Woodard

Mr. Dashan Cui & 
Ms. Dia Zhang

$500 - $999

Mrs. Lois Anthonisen

Dr. Linda Buyer

Mr. John Foster

Ms. Tracy Sullivan

Dr. Sherilyn Poole

$499 or less 

Mr. Jeffrey Alfano & Dr. 
Kimberly Huntington-Alfano

Mrs. Catherine Balthazar

Mr. Paul Blobaum

Ms. Gail Bradshaw 

Mr. John Bradshaw

Mrs. Carol Cortilet-Albrecht

Ms. Louise Dawkins

Mr. John DeLaurentis & 
Mrs. Kristi DeLaurentis

Ms. Vanyette Exton

Dr. Dorothea Fitzgerald

Mr. Anthony Fontana & 
Mrs. Lorraine Fontana

Mr. Bruce Friefeld 

Ms. Marjorie Godowic

Ms. Elizabeth Green 

Mr. Victor Griffi n

Ms. Rosemary Hulett 

Ms. Veronica Hunt

Mr. Gregory Kain

Ms. Karen Kissel

Mrs. Jean Malloy

Dr. Eric Martin 

Mr. Ronald McDavid

Mr. John Moore

Ms. Marla Mutis

Mr. Chris Perdue & 
Mrs. Penny Perdue 

Dr. Karen Peterson

Mr. John Powers & 
Mrs. Joan Powers

Mr. Robert Rakstang

Mrs. Susan Rakstang 

Mrs. Colleen Rock-Cawthon

Dr. Linda Samson

Ms. Penny Shnay

Dr. John Simon & 
Mrs. Gigi K. Simon 

Dr. Xueqing Tang 

Mrs. Patricia Thompson 

Ms. Tera Wagner

Dr. Ting J. Wang

Ms. Rebecca Wojcik

Merle Wolen 

Dr. Lonn Wolf

Dr. Addison Woodward & 
Mrs. Pamela Woodward

Dr. Darlene Wright



$5,000 - $9,999

GSU Alumni Association

$1,000 - $4,999

Mr. David Barr

Dr. Edward Ogata and Ms. 
Kathleen Field Orr

Contributors
Presidential Installation

$500 - $999

Ms. Lorine S. Samuels

STR. Partners, LLC.

William E. Brazley & 
Associates, LTD.

$499 or less 

Ms. Lois Mayer

Ms. Elizabeth Green

Dr. Eric Martin

Ms. Marjorie Godowic

Mr. Chris Perdue & Mrs. 
Penny Perdue

Mr. Jeffrey Alfano & Dr. 
Kimberly Huntington-Alfano



PA102607

Printed with soy ink and recycled paper. Printed with the Authority of the State of Illinois. 
Printing order number PA102607. 2000 copies


