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The 2009-10 edition of Governors State University’s Fact Book is the
definitive source for university information. The Fact Book chronicles
GSU’s progress during the past year — progress that is evident in our
academic programs, service to students, and physical surroundings.

Following the guidelines laid out in our strategic plan, Strategy 2015, the
entire GSU campus is working to increase enrollment and to fulfill our
mission as a unifying force in the south suburbs. We have a renewed
commitment to working with our community college partners to become a
national model for seamless transfer from the community college. In fact,
we are committed to developing pathways all the way from Pre-K through
advanced degrees.

We are also making progress on becoming the Public Square for the entire
Chicago Southland. The Center for Performing Arts offers a variety of
shows, with particular emphasis on children’s theater. We are pleased that
34,000 school children attend live performances each year. The Nathan
Manilow Sculpture Park is a national treasure. We are now a choice
destination for school field trips, both to the Sculpture Park and the Center
for Performing Arts.

Our commitment to excellence in education is evident in our full ten-
year continued accreditation by the Higher Learning Commission. The
team praised the broad-based understanding and commitment to our
mission, the high morale of the institution, and the fact that diversity is
woven into the fabric of the university.

This edition of the Fact Book offers information on a wide range of
topics. How large is GSU? What are the demographics of our student
body? Where do our alumni live, and what do they think about GSU? What
is our impact on the local economy? How does GSU compare with other
public institutions within Illinois? The data clearly document our progress

I hope you will find the 2009-10 Fact Book a useful reference as you learn
more about Governors State University.
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Quick Facts

23 Bachelor’s Degree Programs
GOVernors 26 Master’s Degree Programs

3 Doctoral Programs

4 Undergraduate Certificates
21 Graduate Certificates

State
University

Fall 2009 Enrollment — 5,674

Largest Programs — Interdisciplinary Studies (N=500), Educational Administration (N=387), UG Business
Administration (N=299), Elementary Education (N=281), and UG Criminal Justice (N=217)

Undergraduate students received $5,896,830 in grant dollars (from all sources) in financial aid year 2007-08. 1,018
of them received Pell grants.

Classes taught = 3,428. Many of which were either online or at one of 37 off-campus locations.

Approximately 8,250 degrees awarded in the last five years (07/01/05 — 06/30/10: 3,966 awarded to undergraduates
and 4,283 to graduate students). As of June 30, 2010, 44,136 degrees have been awarded to 39,844 individuals.

95% of 2008 undergraduate alumni survey respondents said they would recommend GSU to another student. More
than 95% of the 2008 graduate alumni would do so as well.

Governors State University contributes over $55 million dollars to the local (less than 40 miles) economy through
employee salaries and external contracts.
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Governors State University is the only public university in Chicago’s rapidly growing south suburban area, serving approximately
7,500 students during the course of a year. GSU provides affordable and accessible undergraduate and graduate education to
culturally and economically diverse life-long learners. The university’s high-quality educational programs are enhanced by its
commitment to maintaining and increasing accessibility to its students and the community.

At its founding on July 17, 1969, Governors State University embodied the most optimistic vision of the 1960s. It believed in its
students and their ability to learn and succeed. So it took a deliberate step away from the “establishment” and forged opportunity
through experimentation.

It didn't have grades; it had competencies. It didn't have departments; it had “interdisciplinary studies.” Most importantly, it didn't
exclude. GSU made education available to a growing population of community college students and to all adults who sought a
higher education - a higher purpose.

Thirty-nine years later, GSU has changed in many ways. It has professionally respected departments and disciplines, and 92
percent of the tenured/tenure track faculty possess Ph.D.s or the highest degrees in their fields. But in very important ways, GSU
has also retained that 60s spirit. It continues to experiment, and it never excludes. With a belief in its students, GSU matches the
best ideals of the past with the most promising innovations of the future.

Diversity is nothing new for Governors State University. In 1972, GSU proclaimed its "responsibility to serve the educational needs
of low-and middle-income and minority students." Today the world calls that diversity, and GSU's historical commitment to it has
produced one of the most diverse student bodies in the nation (almost half [48%] are from either racial/ethnic minorities [46%] or
are non-resident aliens [2%]). Last year, GSU's full-time faculty was 28 percent minority, higher than the national average for
American universities. More significantly, GSU almost quadrupled the national average for African-American faculty, with 23
percent compared to the national average of 6 percent. This year, we re-surveyed the faculty because the federal government
redefined the race/ethnicity categories. Only 67 of the 160 tenured/tenure-track faculty responded. Of the 67 that filled out the
form, 44% reported being either Asian (15), African-American (11), Hispanic (2) or Multi-racial (2).
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Governors State University’s mission is:
Governors State University is committed to offering an exceptional and accessible
education that imbues students with the knowledge, skills, and confidence to succeed in
a global society. GSU is dedicated to creating an intellectually stimulating public square,
serving as an economic catalyst for the region, and being a model of diversity and
responsible citizenship.

Academic Calendar

GSU is a currently a year-round university. Instead of semesters, the university operates on
trimesters of 15 weeks that continue through Fall, Winter, and Spring-Summer. Those
trimesters, in turn, are broken down into "Blocks." A Block 1 course spans the full trimester.
Block 2 and 3 courses are taught at an accelerated rate and compressed into 7% week periods.
Block 2 courses are taught in the first half of the trimester, while block three classes are taught
in the second half. The result is a wide range of scheduling options that meet the various needs
of adult learners.

In Fall of 2010 GSU will be changing to semesters.
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Center for the Performing Arts

0 TAIRFOR PERFORMING AIRTS

Governors State University

Mission

The Center for Performing Arts at Governors State
University is celebrating 15 years of enhancing the
cultural landscape of the Chicago Southland. The Center
is the result of the vision of community leaders and
philanthropists who saw a need for cultural enrichment in
a community where there was none.

They were community leaders who understood that
culture and arts would serve to inspire members of the
community, educate the youth and bring a diverse
community together under one roof to share artistic
experiences. It is in this world that artists connect to the
audiences and the audiences to each other as they all
share the same experience.

The mission of The Center for Performing Arts is simply
to present the finest in world class performing arts
entertainment and education to the citizens of Chicago
Southland at affordable prices.

Arts in Education at The Center

During the 2009-2010 season, more than 35,000 children attended performances at The Center. Through the arts, we share the highest
achievements of every culture and find a universal language, which permits communication among all peoples. We believe that the arts are an

essential component of a complete education.
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Nathan Manilow Sculpture Park

GOVERNORS STATE UNIVERSITY
( NATHAN
MANILOW

I SCULPTURE PARK

The Nathan Manilow Sculpture Park at Governors State University is a
distinguished collection of important artwork by nationally and internationally
recognized sculptors. The twenty-six works range across 105 acres of prairie
landscape and are accessible to the public free-of-charge from dawn until dusk, 365
days a year. Park staff present scheduled tours, special events, and educational
programming for children and adults. Groups are welcome and tours are delivered
by knowledgeable docents with prior scheduling. For directions, a schedule of
upcoming programs, and more information, contact park staff at 708.534.4486, visit
the park website at www.govst.edu/sculpture, or e-mail the park office at
sculpture@govst.edu.

Above: Lanleff Demeure No. 4
1961
Henri Etienne Martin

Left: lllinois Landscape No. 5
1975
John Henry
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Fall 2008 2007-2008 Fall 2008 2008-2009
Enroliment Degrees Conferred  Full-Time Faculty Tuition and Fees
Chicago State University 6,820 974 303 $8,878
Eastern lllinois University 12,040 2,998 643 $8,783
Governors State University 5,636 1,911 211 $7,542
lllinois State University 20,799 4,939 834 $9,814
Northeastern lllinois University 11,193 2,065 421 $8,964
Northern lllinois University 24,397 5,835 926 $9,403
Southern lllinois University Carbondale 20,673 5,647 941 $9,813
Southern lllinois University Edwardsville 13,602 2,888 610 $7,831
U of | at Chicago 25,835 5,980 1,239 $11,716
U of | at Springfield 4,711 1,539 202 $9,077
U of | at Urbana/Champaign 43,246 11,067 2,203 $12,240
Western lllinois University 13,175 3,173 668 $8,862

FY08 Instructional Cost per Credit Hour

Upper Division Graduate | FY2008 Revenues @ FY2008 Expenditures
Chicago State University $389.48 $474.69 $130,399,832 $128,952,212
Eastern lllinois University $295.98 $511.63 $219,427,317 $207,289,294
Governors State University $300.15 $423.29 $83,154,098 $81,672,974
lllinois State University $323.32 $534.43 $410,650,411 $375,579,344
Northeastern lllinois University $296.09 $482.98 $141,451,589 $136,970,706
Northern lllinois University $304.72 $487.19 $465,293,940 $463,143,560
Southern lllinois University Carbondale $309.29 $654.11 $643,229,104 $614,798,909
Southern lllinois University Edwardsville $259.86 $592.17 $266,168,498 $254,716,661
U of | at Chicago $318.68 $577.68 $1,955,678,298 $1,981,447,266
U of | at Springfield $386.21 $450.81 $77,665,549 $82,512,659
U of | at Urbana/Champaign $371.97 $670.03 $1,858,649,096 $1,894,502,270
Western lllinois University $293.93 $482.54 $245,392,773 $239,166,808
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Campus Map
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