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  at	
  8	
  p.m.	
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Robert Porazinski 
 
rporazinski.com  
 
BIO 
 
After graduating from The School of the Art Institute of Chicago in 1988, I worked as an 
illustrator and graphic designer for an impressive list of clients, some of which include: 
The Museum of Science and Industry, Scott Foresman, Illinois State Lottery, AT&T, 
Ameritech, and a regular contributor of illustrations to the Chicago 
Tribune.  Concurrently, I continued to paint, experimenting with many styles and 
techniques. 
 
Years later, I accepted a full time position with Met Merchandising Concepts.  Primarily a 
fixture and display company, Met also produced original artwork for sale to large 
department stores such as Marshall Fieldʼs (Macyʼs), Nordstrom and Saks Fifth Avenue. 
The art produced ranged from traditional images of urns and still lifes to very 
contemporary abstract collages that utilized a variety of media.  The experience of 
working at Met revitalized my passion for painting, and I produced a substantial number 
of paintings that have an affinity to mid 20th century painters.  These paintings, as well 
as subsequent work, have been exhibited in many galleries, institutions and showrooms 
throughout the Midwest.  After years of developing brands for clients and selling their 
products or ideas, I decided it was time to start focusing on my own vision and getting 
that out into the world.  For the past two years, that has been my mission; it is what 
motivates and inspires me everyday of my life. 
 

Artist Statement 

My work is influenced by our relationship with nature and its remarkable ability to adapt. 
Variation, mutability and change are reoccurring themes and are depicted through the 
distortion of the subject, and/or through the layering of various elements.  The organic, 
manufactured, and technological references are components in creating visually 
complex paintings of our discordant relationship with nature – one of great admiration 
but a desire to manipulate and control it. 
 
The most recent paintings are on birch wood panels; an appropriate material since much 
of my work is about both naturally occurring and manufactured variation. The unique 
grain on these panels is a quality I want to emphasize. I paint directly onto the wood so 
that it is absorbed and integrated with the surface. The layers of juxtaposing images will 
in some cases echo the organic grain texture and in others contradict the fluid pattern of 
the wood. 
 
While my work is based in representation – the liquefied, manipulated or fragmented 
images take on surreal and even abstract qualities – creating ambiguities, which invite a 
dialogue for interpretation. These characteristics refer to the work of the Futurist painters 
of the early 20th century and color field painters from the 40ʼs and 50ʼs. 






