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GOVERNORS STATE UNIVERSITY

STUDENT SENATE BYLAWS

ARTICLE I - NAME

As determined by the Governors State University Constitution, the name of this organization shall be the Governors State University Student Senate hereinafter

referred to as Student Senate.

ARTICLE II – MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the Student Senate is to promote the general welfare of GSU students.

This is accomplished through the representation of student concerns, viewpoints, and

interests regarding governance issues to the administration, staff, and faculty. Through

this work, the Student Senate will strive to improve the quality of academic and co-curricular experiences at GSU and provide developmental opportunities for its

members.

ARTICLE III – AUTHORITIES AND POWERS

The Student Senate is established under the GSU Constitution. The authorities and

powers vested in the students of GSU shall be exercised by Student Senate, except

where otherwise described in the GSU Constitution, policies or Board of Trustee

Regulations.

ARTICLE IV- ROLE Of STUDENT SENATE

As determined in the Governors State University Constitution:

“The Student Senate shall recommend policies concerning student life and affairs, e.g.

the expenditure of student fees, the organization of student services, student

governance, and campus physical resources;

The Student Senate shall advise on academic matters and administrative appointments

in Student Services;

The Student Senate shall advise on specific decisions which may be made under any of

these policies in a manner which shall be set forth in these bylaws.”

ARTICLE V- MEMBERS

Section 1. Basis.

In order to represent the interests and opinions of GSU students, Student Senate voting

membership shall be as elected from collegial units and the student body as a whole.

Section 2. Membership.

The Student Senate shall comprise twenty-eight (28) elected, appointed, and ex-officio

members.

Section 3. Categories of membership.

There shall be the following classes of membership:

College representative senators. There shall be two (2) college representative

senators elected by the students matriculating within each of the University’s five

collegial units (College of Arts and Sciences, College of Business and Public

Administration, College of Education, College of Health Professions and the School of

Interdisciplinary Learning).

Senators-at-large. There shall be ten (10) senators-at-large elected by all students

regardless of collegial affiliation.

Appointed senators. As per the GSU Constitution, two (2) members of the community

shall be appointed by the Senate as members. At least one of the appointed senators

must be an alumnus or alumna of the University. “Community,” as defined in the GSU

Constitution, shall be those persons not employed by the University who live or work

within the region served by the University, together with alumni and students not eligible

as members of other constituencies. Appointed senators may not hold office in the

Student Senate.

Members ex-officio. The following shall serve on Student Senate as Members Ex-

Officio:

1. A representative of the Civil Service Senate;

2. A representative of the Faculty Senate;

3. A representative of the Student Life Advisory Committee;

4. A administrative representative appointed by President of University;

5. The Student Trustee of the Governor State University Board of Trustees (BOT);

6. The student representative of the Illinois Board of Higher Education/Student Advisory Committee Representative (IBHE/SAC).

7. Members ex-officio may not hold office in the Student Senate or have voting privileges.

Advisors. The Director of Student Involvement and Leadership or designee shall serve

as Advisor to the Student Senate. Additionally, the Student Senate may, at its

discretion, appoint a faculty member and/or a civil service staff member as additional

advisor(s). Advisors shall have none of the rights of membership unless otherwise

specified in these bylaws.

Section 3. Membership qualifications and requirements.

The following qualifications apply to all candidates seeking office as a college

representative senator or a senator-at-large:

A. Shall be enrolled in courses for credit at Governors State University at the time of election.

B. Shall maintain enrollment during their term of membership.

C. Shall be in academic good standing.

D. Shall not serve concurrently as:

1. Editor-in-Chief or Managing Editor of the GSU student newspaper;

2. Student Board of Trustees Representative;

3. Illinois Board of Higher Education/Student Advisory Committee

Representative;

4. Student Communications Media Board Chairperson.

E. If an undergraduate student, shall carry a minimum of six (6) credit hours per

trimester of enrollment during their term of membership.

F. If a graduate student, shall carry a minimum of three (3) credit hours per

trimester during their term of membership.

Section 4. Election and appointment of Student Senate members.

A. Elected members. The members shall be elected by ballot annually during the month of January. Dates, times, and procedures for the elections shall be defined in the Standing Rules of the Senate. A majority vote shall elect.

B. Appointed members. Appointed members may be appointed at any time by the Student Senate.

C. Board of Trustees (BOT) and Illinois Board of Higher Education-Student

Advisory Committee (IBHE/SAC) representatives. The elections for Board of

Trustees (BOT) and Illinois Board of Higher Education-Student Advisory

Committee (IBHE/SAC) representatives shall be conducted consistent with the

Communications, Bylaws and Election Committee, and University policy with no

voting privileges as pertains to Student Senate.

D. Term of membership. Members shall begin their term immediately upon

notification of either election or appointment and serve a term of one year or until

their successors are elected or appointed.

Section 5. Termination or resignation from membership.

A. Termination.

1. Membership shall cease by failure to attend three (3) consecutive

meetings a trimester without providing a reason for absence to the Student Life Unit Secretary, Student Senate President, Student Senate Secretary, or Student Senate office via direct contact, email, voicemail, or letter within 48 hours of absence.

2. Not fulfilling required duties as defined in Section 7.

B. Resignation. A member may resign by sending a written resignation to the

Student Senate Secretary. The resignation shall be effective upon receipt unless

specified otherwise.

Section 6. Vacancies in membership.

A vacancy in membership shall be filled, by a majority vote, at a regular or special

meeting for which notice of the vacancy has been given. The newly elected member

shall complete the unexpired term of the vacated position.

Section 7. Duties of members.

Members shall:

A. Be knowledgeable of job description and duties and fulfillment of such duties and acquainted with proper senatorial conduct as stated in these Bylaws and the

GSU Student Handbook.

B. Be knowledgeable of all Student Senate activities and business procedures, as well as maintaining awareness of desires and needs of student body constituents at large and corresponding colleges from which elected.

C. Attend regular and special Student Senate meetings as stated in the Bylaws,

unless excused by the Student Senate President, President’s designate or

Secretary.

D. Preside at and conduct all committee meetings required by his/her office on a

regularly scheduled basis with a planned agenda.

E. Serve on at least one (1) Student Senate standing committee and one (1)

Student Senate ad hoc committee and/or task force.

F. Attend the annual Leadership Conference.

G. Perform other duties as assigned by Student Senate President.

ARTICLE VI- OFFICERS

Section 1. Officers.

The elected officers of the Student Senate shall be a President, a Vice President, a

Secretary, and a Treasurer.

Section 2. Duties of officers.

A. President.

The president shall:

1. be the chief executive officer of the Student Senate;

2. preside at general and special meetings of the Student Senate and the

Executive Committee;

3. appoint members and chairmen to standing and special committees subject to the approval of the Student Senate except as provided for otherwise in these bylaws;

4. appoint a Parliamentarian subject to the approval of the Student Senate;

5. represent the Student Senate at Coordinating Council meetings;

6. be ex-officio a member of all Student Senate committees except the Bylaws and Elections Committee;

7. have the authority to expend up to five-hundred dollars ($500.00) with the authorization of the Treasurer and Advisor;

8. have the privilege to request the formation of task forces, ad-hoc committees, etc., as need arises

9. perform other duties as assigned by the Student Senate.

B. Vice President.

The vice-president shall:

1. preside at general and special meetings of the Student Senate and the

Executive Committee in the absence of the president;

2. serve as the chair of the Club Presidents Council;

3. assist the President and performs such duties as the President may

request;

4. perform other duties as assigned by the Student Senate.

C. Secretary.

The secretary shall:

1. keep a record of the proceedings of the meetings of the Student Senate and the Executive Committee;

2. file and preserve committee reports;

3. make available in a timely fashion, to the membership, Associate Vice

President for Student Affairs and Dean of Students , and Provost, a copy of the approved minutes of the Student Senate meetings;

4. post on Student Senate website and designated bulletin boards, a copy of approved minutes of the Student Senate meetings in a timely matter;

5. write official Student Senate correspondence under the direction of the

membership;

6. perform other duties as assigned by the Student Senate.

D. Treasurer

The treasurer shall:

1. keep accurate records of moneys received and expended;

2. make a financial report at Student Senate meetings;.

3. serve as the chairperson of the Student Fees/Finance Committee;

4. Co-sign, with the Associate Vice President, Dean of Student Co-Curricular Activities and Services or designee, requisitions for expenditures from the Student Senate account. In the absence of the Treasurer, the signature of the President, Vice-President or Secretary shall be obtained;

5. perform other duties as assigned by the Student Senate.

Section 3. Qualifications and election of officers.

A. Qualifications. Candidates for office must be current college representative

senators or senators-at-large. Nominations for office shall be taken from the floor

at the meeting in which elections are conducted.

B. Election. Officers shall be elected by ballot at the first regular meeting of the

Student Senate following the annual leadership conference. If there is only one

nominee for an office, election may be by voice vote. In all cases a majority vote

shall elect. Once the officers are elected to the Student Senate Executive

Committee, the college representative senator or senator-at-large position will be

vacated.

Section 4. Term of office.

Elected officers, senators, and senator nominated by members shall serve for one year

or until their successors are elected and assume office. A term shall commence at the

adjournment of the meeting in which officers are elected. No member may serve more

than two consecutive terms in the same office. Any part of a term in excess of six (6)

months shall be considered a full term.

Section 5. Vacancies.

A. A vacancy in office shall be filled, by a majority vote, at a regular or special

meeting, for which notice of the vacancy has been given, except the office of

president.

B. In the event of a vacancy in the office of President, the office will be filled in the

following succession: Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer.

ARTICLE VII - MEETING

Section 1. Regular meetings.

Regular meetings of the Student Senate shall be held at least twice a month during the

Fall and Winter Trimesters and at least once a month during the Spring/Summer

Trimester unless otherwise ordered by the membership. The dates and times of the

regular meetings shall be determined by the Student Senate at one of its first three

meetings.

Section 2. Special meetings.

Special meetings may be called by the president or upon the written request of five (5)

members of the Student Senate. The purpose of the meeting shall be stated in the

notice of the meeting. Except in cases of emergency, at least five (5) days’ notice shall

be given to all members by telephone, in writing, or by electronic means.

Section 3. Agenda.

All business to be conducted at regular and special meetings shall be submitted in

writing to the secretary by noon at least two (2) business days prior to the meeting.

Agenda items submitted after the deadline shall be designated as new business for the

next Student Senate regular meeting. This requirement may be suspended at any

regular meeting by a two-thirds vote.

Section 4. Quorum.

The quorum of Student Senate shall be a majority (more than half) of its members.

Section 5. Voting method.

The president shall rely on a voice vote to determine the outcome of any question,

except financial matters, which shall require a roll call vote. Circumstances of a

sensitive nature may be voted by ballot at the discretion of the president.

Section 6. Public access.

Regular and special meetings of the Student Senate are open to observation by any

member of the GSU community. In order to participate, see Section 3.

ARTICLE VIII - EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES

Section 1. Composition.

The Executive Committee shall comprise the President, Vice-President, Secretary and

Treasurer of the Student Senate.

Section 2. Duties.

The Executive Committee shall:

A. Coordinate the work of the Student Senate and its standing committees and subcommittees as required by the GSU Constitution.

B. Establish the agenda for regular meetings, and special meetings.

C. Conduct the business of the organization between the regular meetings of the Student Senate except that which is retained by the membership as provided by these bylaws.

Section 3. Meetings.

A. Regular meetings. The Executive Committee shall meet no more than three (3)

days prior to each regular meeting Student Senate unless otherwise directed by

the committee. The dates and times of the regular meetings shall be determined

by the Executive Committee at one of its first three meetings.

B. Special meetings. Special meetings of the Executive Committee may be called

by the president or any two other officers. Except in cases of emergency, at least

five (5) days’ notice shall be given to all Executive Committee members by

telephone, in writing, or by electronic means.

Section 4. Quorum.

A majority (more than half) of the Executive Committee members shall constitute a

quorum.

ARTICLE IX - COMMITTEES

Section 1. Creation.

A. Standing or special committees shall be created as deemed necessary by the

membership or the Executive Committee.

B. Except as provided elsewhere in these bylaws, the president shall appoint the

chairmen and members of standing and special committees with the approval of

the Student Senate. All students are eligible to serve on standing, university and

special committees unless otherwise directed in these bylaws.

C. Each committee shall consist of a chairman and at least two members.

D. Committee members shall serve a term of one year to correspond with that of

officers.

Section 2. Standing committees.

A. There shall be the following standing committees: Public Relations, Bylaws and

Elections, Student Fees/Finance, Programming and Student Affairs.

B. Duties of the standing committees shall be:

1. Public Relations Committee shall:

a. prepare and distribute press releases on all Student Senate sponsored

activities and programs.

b. coordinate the distribution of information pertaining to all Student

Senate activities including elections and meetings.

c. assist the President and the Executive Committee in effective

communication with the entire Student Senate.

d. prepare a Student Senate newsletter.

e. assist Student Senate members in releasing information to their

respective constituencies.

2. Bylaws and Election Committee shall:

a. Review the constitution and bylaws and submit amendments to the

membership.

b. arrange and conduct all elections relating to the Student Senate.

3. Student Fees/Finance Committee shall:

a. review requests for funds from the Student Activity and Center fees,

making recommendations for allocation to the Associate Vice President

for Student Affairs and Dean of Students.

b. prepare an annual Student Senate budget for approval by the

membership at such time as the membership directs;

4. Programming Committee shall:

a. schedule entertainment, educational programs and other events for the

GSU community.

b. submit a budget for such events for the approval of the Fees/ Finance

Committee of the Student Senate.

c. review and recommend policy on the use and role of the Student

Center.

d. recommend recognition of new student organizations and determine

whether recognition should be continued.

e. actively encourage the development of student organizations and

clubs.

5. Student Affairs Committee shall:

a. review and recommend policies and practices pertaining to the co-curricular areas of Student Life.

b. maintain liaison with the office of the Associate Vice President for

Student Affairs and Dean of Students.

c. review and recommend academic policies and practices of the

colleges.

d. maintain liaison with the office of the Provost and appropriate staff.

ARTICLE X - PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

As identified in the GSU Constitution, the rules contained in the current edition of

Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern the Student Senate in all cases to

which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these bylaws and

any special rules of order the Student Senate may adopt.

ARTICLE XI- AMENDMENTS

These bylaws may be amended at any regular meeting by a two-thirds vote providing

the amendment has been submitted to the Bylaw and Elections Committee and

announced to the student body at least thirty days prior to the meeting in which it is

considered.

ARTICLE XII – EXPENDITURES

The Director of Student Involvement and Leadership or designee and the Senate

Treasurer must sign all requisitions for expenditures from the Student Senate account.

In the absence of the Treasurer, the signature of the President, Vice-President or

Secretary shall be obtained.

ARTICLE XI– BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND ILLINOIS BOARD OF HIGHER

EDUCATION / STUDENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE

A. BOT and IBHE/SAC representatives must present a report to the Student Senate

following the respective BOT and IBHE/SAC Committee of the Whole meetings.

B. Both representatives shall meet with the Club Presidents Council at least twice a

trimester.

ARTICLE XIII – RATIFICATION

Revisions of the By-laws must be ratified by a majority of the Student Senate and

signed by the Executive Committee and the Associate Vice President for Student Affairs

and Dean of Students or designee.
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