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About Governors State University

Governors State University was established in 1969 as a university where graduates from 
community colleges in the region could earn baccalaureate degrees and continue on to graduate 
studies. It was to be a university where working adults could return to school to complete 
undergraduate degrees or earn a master’s or doctorate. It was to be a university that welcomed 
those often underserved by higher education -- fi rst generation students, minorities, and the 
underprivileged. It was to be committed to openness and access, to innovation and academic 
quality.  

Over the years, Governors State has realized the vision of its founders. It is a university of 
inclusion. Several years ago, the Lumina Foundation rated GSU as the most accessible university 
in the region in terms of affordability. Approximately 45 percent of its students are minorities, as 
are more than 30 percent of its faculty. More than 80 percent of faculty hold a doctorate or the 
highest degree in their discipline. And each of the university’s 48 academic programs meet the 
highest standards of demonstrable quality.

True to its mission, the university has focused on practical research in education, health care, the 
environment, and economic development.  

GSU is involved in improving the quality of life in the community through the Center for 
Performing Arts, its support of local school districts, and its collaborations with healthcare 
providers, government agencies, and businesses in the region.

Since its fi rst commencement in 1971, approximately 30,000 men and women have graduated 
from GSU. Most remain residents of the region. They are the teachers and educational 
administrators, business executives and entrepreneurs, healthcare professionals and municipal 
leaders who enrich the area through their work and service.

Today, Governors State University stands as a tribute to a remarkable collaboration of farsighted 
legislators, aware local offi cials, and enlightened business leaders. Its 760 acre campus is located 
on the site of the former summer home of Nathan Manilow, the visionary real estate developer 
who helped establish Park Forest after World War II and then University Park in the late 1960s. 
Mr. Manilow donated 100 acres of the land that the university now occupies. Over the years, 
he and his family provided fi nancial support for many of the sculptures that are included in the 
internationally acclaimed collection of the Nathan Manilow Sculpture Park, located on the 
grounds of the university.

With a belief in its students, GSU matches the best ideals of the past with the most promising 
innovations for the future.
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Trustee

Lois Mayer
Trustee

Elizabeth Green
Student Trustee

Administration
Dr. Elaine P. Maimon
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for Academic Affairs

Dr. William Nowlin
Interim Vice President for 
Institutional Advancement

Alexis Kennedy
General Counsel and Vice 
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Program

Master of Ceremonies
 Warner Saunders - News Anchor, NBC-5 Chicago

Orchestral Music
 Combined Ensemble
 Rich Central High School/Prairie State College
 Phillip Crews - Director

Processional
 “Pomp and Circumstance March No. 1” by Edward Elgar
 Dr. Robert Donaldson - Coordinator of Marshals

Presentation of the Mace
 Paul Blobaum - President, GSU Faculty Senate 

Presentation of the Colors
 Girl Scouts of South Cook County

National Anthem
 Crete-Monee High School Show Choir
 Kevin Benford - Director



Program

Welcome on Behalf of the State of Illinois
 Debbie Halvorson - Illinois Senate Majority Leader 

Greetings
 Al McCowan - Mayor, Village of University Park
 Paul Blobaum - President, GSU Faculty Senate
 Kathy Miller - President, GSU Civil Service Senate
 Rosa Moran - President, GSU Student Senate 

Remarks
 Dr. Carol Geary Schneider - President, Association of American Colleges and Universities
 Diane Kaplan - President, Rasmuson Foundation, Alaska

Investiture
 Lorine S. Samuels - Chair, GSU Board of  Trustees

Installation Address
 Dr. Elaine P. Maimon - President, Governors State University

Recessional
 “Fanfare for the Common Man” by Aaron Copland

Reception
 Hall of Governors



Elaine P. Maimon, Ph.D. 

Elaine P. Maimon is the fi fth president of Governors State University.  Before assuming her present 
position, Dr. Maimon served as Chancellor of the University of Alaska Anchorage.

Dr. Maimon is an internationally recognized scholar who played a leading role in developing 
Writing Across the Curriculum, which has changed the way writing is taught in universities, 
colleges, and schools.  

She is author of numerous scholarly articles and book chapters.  Among her many publications, 
she is especially proud of the great success of A Writer’s Resource and The New McGraw-Hill 
Handbook, which are helping college students across the country to be independent writers.

Dr. Maimon earned her bachelor’s degree at the University of Pennsylvania as a scholarship 
student, graduating Phi Beta Kappa. She went on to earn her master’s and doctorate in English 
from the University of Pennsylvania.

In subsequent years, she held teaching and administrative positions of increasing responsibility at 
Haverford College; Arcadia University; Brown University; Queens College (CUNY); and Arizona 
State University West, where she served as Provost (Chief Campus Executive Offi cer), and Vice 
President of Arizona State University.

Dr. Maimon has been recognized for her considerable contributions to education by universities, 
the Girl Scouts of America, and business organizations.

“The momentum of change that Dr. Maimon’s leadership has begun in such a short time is truly 
energizing,” said Lorine S. Samuels, Chair of GSU’s Board of Trustees. “With deliberate speed, she 
is moving GSU in the right direction.”

Samuels added, “This really is a new beginning for GSU. As we build on the accomplishments of 
the past few years, there is no limit to what we can achieve.”



Excerpt from President
Elaine P. Maimon’s

Installation Address

“What I call the University as Public Square is defi ned, symbolically, by GSU’s integration of 
public art with the academy: creating a place inspiring engagement with the aspirational values of 
our diverse cultures; a place where the city and nature meet; a place where education is a life-long 
process in a publicly shared environment.”





The Procession

Platform Party

Joseph Addison
Interim Associate Provost for
Academic Personnel

Jack Beaupré
Vice-Chair, GSU Board of Trustees

Paul Blobaum
President, GSU Faculty Senate

Irene Brodie
Mayor, Village of Robbins

Kambium E. Buckner
Aide to Richard J. Durbin, 
United States Senator

Constantine Curris
President, American Association of State 
College and Universities

Diane Dates Casey
GSU Dean, University Library

Blondean Davis
Superintendent, Matteson School District

William Q. Davis
Illinois State Representative, 30th District 

Kristi DeLaurentiis
Secretary, GSU Board of Trustees

Robert Donaldson
Mayor, Village of Hazel Crest

Lisa Dugan
Illinois State Representative, 79th District

Kenneth Dunkin
Illinois State Representative, 5th District

Gebeyehu Ejigu
GSU Executive Vice President, Chief of 
Staff, and Treasurer

Stuart Fagan
GSU President Emeritus 
(2000-2007)

Bruce Friefeld
GSU Trustee

Elizabeth Green
GSU Student Trustee

Debbie Halvorson 
Illinois Senate Majority Leader

Carrie Hightman
Chair, Illinois Board of Higher Education

Mattie Hunter 
Illinois State Senator, 3rd District

Diane Kaplan
President, Rasmuson Foundation, Alaska

Alexis Kennedy
GSU General Counsel and Vice 
President

Renée Kosel
Illinois State Representative, 81st District

Elaine P. Maimon
GSU President

Edward Maloney
Illinois State Senator, 18th District

Lewis Manilow
Arts Patron and Philanthropist

Eric Martin
GSU Dean, College of Arts and Sciences 
and Interim Dean, College of Education

Lois Mayer
GSU Trustee

Al McCowan
Mayor, University Park

William McGee
GSU Trustee

Gerald McIlvain
Chair, GSU Alumni Board

Kathy Miller
President, GSU Civil Service Senate

Chance Hayyim
Aide to Jesse Jackson, Jr.,
United States Congressman

Rosa Moran
President, GSU Student Senate

William Nowlin
GSU Interim Vice President for 
Institutional Advancement and
Dean, College of Business and Public 
Administration

Edward S. Ogata, MD
Chief Medical Offi cer, Children’s 
Memorial Hospital and Professor of 
Pediatrics, Northwestern University

Kathleen Field Orr
GSU Board Member

John Ostenburg
Mayor, Village of Park Forest

Donna Burns Phillips
Director, Offi ce of  Women in Higher 
Education, American Council on 
Education

Karen C. Reid
President, The Center for Performing 
Arts Board of Directors

Richard Reinbold
Mayor, Village of Richton Park

Al Riley
Illinois State Representative, 38th District

Victor Roberson
Deputy Governor, State of Illinois

Linda Samson
GSU Dean, College of Health 
Professions

Lorine S. Samuels
Chair, GSU Board of Trustees

William Sanders
Chair, GSU Foundation Board

Carol Geary Schneider
President, Association of American 
Colleges and Universities

John Stoll
GSU Dean, University College

Larry Walsh
Will County Executive

Peggy Woodard
GSU Interim Provost, Vice President for 
Academic Affairs

Addison Woodward
GSU Professor Emeritus and Member, 
Illinois Board of Higher Education  



Delegates from Universities and Colleges

1636
Harvard University
David Barr

1701
Yale University
Dr. William Wilkinson

1746
Princeton University
Jerry D. Blakemore

1789
University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill
Nilsa Shepsie

1846
Saint Xavier University 
Dr. Pamela Castellanos

1848
University of  Wisconsin-Madison
Dr. Sandra Mayfi eld

1851
Northwestern University
John Berghoff

1851
Lasell College
Joyce Phillips

1852
University of Dubuque
Bonnie Lunde

1853
Washington University
James Adams

1855
Berea College
Dana Patterson

1855
Pennsylvania State University
Dr. Nancy Dunbar

1857
Seton Hall University 
Dr. Sherilyn Poole 

1859
Valparaiso University
Robert Cole

1861
North Central College
Franchon Lindsay 

1864
Concordia University Chicago 
Dr. Sharon Holyfi eld-Cooper 

1864
Swarthmore College
Dr. G. Stephen Lloyd

1865
University of St. Francis
Dr. Maria Connolly

1867
Cedar Crest College
Susan Bastian McGirr

1867
Chicago State University
Dr. Elnora Daniel

1867
Northeastern Illinois University 
Dr. Lawrence P. Frank 

1870
Loyola University
Dr. Ernie Proulx

1870
Wellesley University
Elizabeth Richter

1870
Wesleyan University
Frank Burrows

1873
Texas Christian University
Dr. Kerri K. Morris 

1878
Duquesne University
Anthony Carfang

1885
Arizona State University
Dr. Nancy Haas

1885
University of Arizona
Terry Mazany

1890
Columbia College-Chicago
Dr. Deborah Holdstein

1890
University of Chicago
Dr. Jeffrey Slovak

1890
Washington State University
Dr. Leo Bustad

1891
North Park University
Dr. Pier Rogers

1891 
Stanford University
Dr. David Curtis

1898
DePaul University
Dr. Rafaela Weffer

1899
John Marshall Law School
Andre Ashmore

1899
Northern Illinois University
Dr. John Peters

1901
Joliet Junior College
Dr. Gena Proulx

1902
Western Illinois University
Dr. Al Goldfarb

1910
Radford University
Carolyn Merritt

1910
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de 
México
Dr. Fausto Vallado 

The Procession



1911 
Kennedy-King College
Clyde K. El-Amin

1911
Malcom X College
Zerrie Campbell 

1933
Wayne State University
Yolanda Butler

1937
Siena College
Robert Milhizer 

1947
University of North Carolina at 
Wilmington
Dr. Manuel Avalos

1954
University of Alaska Anchorage
Dr. Jan L. Gehler

1957
Stony Brook University
Yvette St. Jacques

1958
Prairie State College
Dr. Paul McCarthy

1966
Kankakee Community College
Dr. Jerry Weber

1967
College of DuPage
Dr. Christopher Picard 

1967
Moraine Valley Community College
Terry Chambers

1970
Olive Harvey College
Dr. Valarie Roberson

1973
Sherman College of Straight 
Chiropractice
Dr. Sam Wang

1989
California State University-San 
Marcos
Dr. Emily F. Cutrer

1991
South Metropolitan Higher 
Education Consortium
Genevieve Boesen

2002
Nevada State College
Dr. Lesley DiMare

The Procession



Governors State University

College of Arts and Sciences

Marshal - Dr. Timothy Gsell
Rin Abraham
Nadine Baxter
Babita Boglin
Dr. Enrico Bruno
Mary Carrington
Dr. Xiaoyong Chen
Dr. Donald Culverson
Dr. Karen D’Arcy
Bastien Desfriches Doria
Dr. Pamela Guimond
Dr. Peter Gunther
Chelsea Haring
Lisa Hendrickson
Leesha Howard-McCauley
Dr. James Howley
Marjorie Hummel
Cecilia Jackson
Dr. Rosemary Johnsen
Michelle Jones-Foster
Dr. Frances Kostarelos
Dr. Shelly Kumar
Nancy LaLuntas
Sang Hoon Lee
Dr. Larry Levinson
Dr. Gary Lyon
AdiHemaLatha Majeti
Dr. Waldemar Matias
Dr. Connie Mietlicki
Jacquelyn Miller
Dr. Rashidah Jaami Muhammad
Dan Nearing
Beth Parin
Victoria Pierce
Rina Putrius
Anne Shilpa Reddy Katangue
Sheree Sanderson
Dr. Yun-Yau Shih
Karen Sinwelski
Matthew Spreadbury
Jeff Stevenson
Robin Thompson
Rudy Williamson
Dr. Bruce Wilson
Dr. Dingbang Xu

Fida Yasin
Marilyn Yirku

College of Business and Public 
Administration

Marshal - Dr. Susan Gaffney
Jeffrey Alfano
Dr. Phyllis Anderson
Dortha Brown
Carla Burruss
Dr. Dalsang Chung
Dr. Mary Clark
Constance Cook
John Edwards
Anthony Fontana
Edna Fry
Theresa Garwood
Dr. David Green
Denise Grivetti
Kathleen Hamby
Dr. Akkanad Isaac
Dr. Marsha Katz
Dr. Tae Hyun (Tanny) Kim
Monica Miller
Dr. Judson Mitchell
Marla Mutis
Dr. Margaretm Neumann
Dr. Christopher Anne     
   Robinson-Easley
Dr. Yiyu Shen
Dr. John Simon
Dr. Ting Jie Wang
Lynn Ware

College of Education 

Marshal - Dr. Cyrus Ellis
Dr. Marcus Ahmed
Dr. Rachel Berg
Rev. Thomas Bierdz
Philip Boudreau
Susan Burke
Jane Cecil
Dr. Edwin Cehelnik
Lynne Clayton
Louise Dawkins
Dr. Christopher Dyslin

Dr. Sandi Estep
Mary Ann Fischer
Dr. Dor Fitzgerald
Dr. Lorenzo Flores
Dr. Dianna Galante
Dr. Sandra Gandy
Dr. George Garrett
Michael Gordon
Karen Haigh
Martha Hellman
Dr. Mary Hession
Maya Hightower
Dr. Kenneth Jandes
Kimberly Jaroszewski
Dr. E. Jean Johnson
Dr. Taida Kelly
Dr. Jeannine Klomes
Dr. Georgia Kosmoski
Dr. Richard Lencki
Dr. Marian Marion
Alicia McCray
Audrey McIntyre
Dr. John Meyer
Dr. Nancy Miller
Dr. Al Milliren
Dr. Maribeth Montgomery Kasik
Sharon Neste
Kevin Nicolei
Dr. Karen Peterson
Dr. Jayne Purcell
Dr. James Riordan
Dr. Colleen Sexton
Kim Snow
Lucianne Sweder
Gladys Turner
Dr. Albert Tuskenis
Dr. Byron Waller
Eugene Wesolowski
Dr. Barbara Winicki
Dr. Clyde Winters
Dr. Lonn Wolf
Dr. Julia Yang
Dr. Adam Zagelbaum
Dr. Leon Zalewski
Veronica Zalewski

The Procession



The Procession

College of Health Professions

Marshal - Dr. James Golding
Ilene Baldwin
Yonterme Banks
Dr. Catherine Balthazar
Dr. Kim Boland-Prom
Dr. Jessica Bonner
Dr. Catherine Brady
Nancy Burley
Dr. Beth Cada
Cynthia Carr
Dr. Russell Carter
Danila Cepa
Dr. Kyusuk Chung
Dr. Prisca Collins
Dr. David Diers
Dr. Robert Druzinsky
Dr. Constance Edwards
Dr. Elizabeth Essex
Dr. Rupert M. Evans, Sr.
Dianna Evers
Martha Gainer
Lorri Glass
Lidia Huerta
Dr. Phyllis Johnson
Shavron Kelley
Dr. Judy Lewis
Dr. Ning Lu
Dr. Nancy MacMullen
Dr. Siva Koti Reddy Maguluri
Dawn Mayerak
Dr. Cheryl Mejta
Gail Mosier
Susan Murphy
Dr. Ravi Nigam
Dr. Roberta O’Shea
Dr. Gerri Outlaw
Peter Palanca
Kranthi Pebbili

Nageswar Rao Pothula
Dr. Sang-O Rhee
Kelly Robinson
Teniece Thurston
Dr. Catherine Tymkow
Dr. Ann Vendrely
Laverne Wilson
Dr. Rebecca Wojcik
Shecanna Woomer
Dr. William Yacullo
Dr. Asabi Yakini
Dr. Maristela Zell

University College

Marshal - Eric Wignall
Lana Bilyk
Taras Bilyk
Jan Engle
Luke Helm
Dr. Glenna Howell
Tony Labriola
Victoria Lloyd
Barbara Mandel
Susan McCoy
Dr. Michele McMaster
Laura Owens
Sharon Smith-Johnson

University Library

Marshal - Beth Hansen Shaw
Linda Geller
Carol Machura
Dr. Michel Nguessan
Dr. Eric Nicholson
Lydia Morrow Ruetten
Sarah Wegley

Administrative Units

Marshal - Gail Bradshaw
Geoffrey Bates
Ronald Bean
Lt. Debbie Boyd
Dr. Linda Buyer
Karen Caesar-Smith
Charles Connolly
Dr. William Craig
Burt Dikelsky
Adrienne Easterling
Jeanne Hagen
Rosemary Hulett
Denise Jones
Pulchratia Kinney-Smith
Karen Kissel
Dianne Kronika
Elizabeth Love
Jean Mallo y
Eric Matanyi
Peter J. Mizera
Vanessa Newby
April Nickson
Dr. Becky Nugent
Gina Ragland-Olvaloki
Donna Rutledge
Priscilla Southern
Tracy Sullivan
Patricia Thompson
Shirley Zhang



Honorary Installation Committee

Rod Blagojevich - Co-Chair, 
Honorary Committee 
Governor, State of Illinois

Lorine S. Samuels - Co-Chair, 
Honorary Committee and Chair, 
GSU Board of  Trustees 

Dr. Sunil Chand - President, 
College of DuPage

Joseph Christofanelli - Business 
Incentives Manager, Ernst & Young

Frank Clark - President and CEO, 
Commonwealth Edison

Dr. Vernon Crawley - President, 
Moraine Valley Community College 

Maggie Crotty - Illinois State 
Senator, 19th District

Dr. Constantine W. Curris - 
President, American Association of 
State Colleges and Universities

Richard M. Daley - Mayor, 
City of Chicago

George Dammer - President, 
South Suburban College

Dr. Blondean Davis - 
Superintendent, Matteson School 
District

William Q. Davis - Illinois State 
Representative, 30th District

Lisa Dugan - Illinois State 
Representative, 79th District

Kenneth Dunkin - Illinois State 
Representative, 5th District

Richard J. Durbin - United States 
Senator

Ann Errichetti - President, MD, 
MBA, Chief Academic Offi cer, 
Advocate South Suburban Hospital

Susan Gowen - President, Abby 
Foundation of the Southern Suburbs

Dr. Patricia Granados - President, 
Triton College

Debbie Halvorson - Illinois Senate 
Majority Leader

Carrie Hightman - Chair, Illinois 
Board of Higher Education

Manny Hoffman - Rich Township 
Trustees, Village of Richton Park

Mattie Hunter - Illinois State 
Senator, 3rd District

Jesse Jackson, Jr. - United States 
Congressman

Diane Kaplan - President, 
Rasmuson Foundation

Edward Maloney - Illinois State 
Senator, 18th District

Lewis Manilow - Art Patron and 
Philanthropist

Dr. Paul McCarthy - President, 
Prairie State College

Kevin McCarthy - Illinois State 
Representative, 37th District

Al McCowan - Mayor, University 
Park

Gerald McIlvain - Chair, GSU 
Alumni Board

David Miller - Illinois State 
Representative, 29th District

Janet Muchnik - President and 
Board of Directors, Tall Grass Arts 
Association

Peter J. Murphy - Regional Chief 
Executive Offi cer, St. James Hospital 
and Health Centers

Patrick Ormsby - President, Bimba 
Manufacturing

Frank Perez - President, Southland 
Hispanic Leadership Council

Dr. Eugenia Proulx - President, 
Joliet Junior College

Christine Radogno - Illinois State 
Senator, 41st District

Karen C. Reid - President, The 
Center for Performing Arts Board of 
Directors

Al Riley - Illinois State 
Representative, 38th District

William Sanders - Chair, GSU 
Foundation Board

George Scully - Illinois State 
Representative, 80th District

Ronald Shropshire - President, 
Great Lakes Bank

Todd Stroger - President, Cook 
County, Illinois

Sylvia Tillman - President, 
Homewood-Flossmoor League of 
Women Voters

Arthur Valesquez - CEO, Azteca 
Foods

Larry Walsh - Will County 
Executive

Wayne D. Watson - Chancellor, 
City Colleges of Chicago

Jerry Weber - President, Kankakee 
Community College



Academic Institutions, Organizations, 
and Individuals Sending Greetings

Adler School of Professional      
   Psychology
Alabama A&M University
Albright College
Allegheny College
Alverno College
Amberton University
American University
Anderson University
Appalachian State University
Aquinas College
Arcadia University
Arizona State University
Arkansas State University, Jonesboro
Asbury College
Ashland University
Austin College
Avila University
Baldwin Wallace College
Beloit College
Bemidji State University
Benedictine College
Berea College
Berry College
Black Hills State University
Bluffton University
Brescia University
Brigham Young University
Bryan College
Bryant University
Cabrini College
Caldwell College
California Institute of Technology
California State University
California State University,      
   Bakersfi eld
California State University, 
   Long Beach
Campbell University
Cardinal Stritch University
Carroll College, Montana
Carthage College
Central Michigan University
Central Washington University
Chadron State College
Christian Brothers University
Claremont Graduate University

Clarkson University
Clayton State University
Clearwater Christian College
Clemson University
Coker College
Colgate University
College at Old Westbury
College of Charleston
College of New Jersey
College of St. Benedict
College of St. Elizabeth
College of the Atlantic
Concordia Seminary
Concordia University
Cottey College 
Culver-Stockton College
Dakota State University
Dana College
Dakota Wesleyan University
Dillard University
Dordt College
Duquesne University
Eastern Connecticut State University
Eastern Mennonite University
Edinboro University of Pennsylvania
Emory & Henry College
Erskine College
Fairfi eld University
Fairleigh Dickinson University
Fitchburg State College
Florida Institute of  Technology
Florida International University
Fontbonne University
Fordham University
Franciscan School of Theology
Franklin College
Freed-Hardeman University
George Washington University
Georgia College & State University
Gettysburg College
Grace College & Seminary
Grand View College
Green Mountain College
Gustavus Adolphus College
Hamline University
Hampden-Sydney College
Hampshire College

Susan Anderson - President, CIRI           
   Foundation
Mike and Judi Awender
Dan Brady - Illinois State Rep, 88th        
   District
Edward and Emilia Brawley
Jan Brewer - Secretary of State, 
   State of Arizona
Thomas Christopher - Follett     
   Higher Education Group
Elizabeth Coulson - Illinois State   
   Representative, 17th District
Kate Cox - Heard Museum
Constantine Curris - President,
   American Association of State      
   Colleges and Universities
Chris and Deadra Hall
Marcia and Doug Hastings
Marshall Hill, Coordingating      
   Commission for Postsecondary
   Education
Dr. Winifried Horner
Gerry Kroloff - Arizona Heart      
   Foundation
Bill O’Brien
Mort Plumb - Anchorage    
   International Airport
Deborah Roebuck - Siegel Institute  
   for Leadership
Dr. Darlene Ruscitti - DuPage      
   Regional Offi ce of Education
David and Susan Tierney
Mead Treadwell - Chair, US Arctic   
   Research Commission
David Ward - President, American   
   Council on Education
James P. Weiers - Speaker of         
   the House, Arizona House of   
   Representatives
Diane Zannmi



Harding University
Hellenic College, Holy Cross Greek     
   Orthodox School of  Theology
High Point University
Hillbert College
Houghton College
Howard Payne University
Huntington College
Idaho State University
Immaculata University
Indiana Institute of Technology
Indiana University
Indiana University, Kokomo
Indiana University East
Indiana University of Pennsylvania
Inter American University of Puerto     
   Rico
Jarvis Christian College
John Brown University
Kalamazoo College
Kansas Wesleyan University
Keene State College
Kennesaw State University
Kettering University
Keuka College Lake Erie College
Knox College
LaSierra University
Lawrence Technological University
Lawrence University
Lebanon Valley College 
Lees-McRae College
Lehman College
Lincoln College
Lincoln University
Logos Evangelical Seminary
Longwood University
Lourdes College
Loyola College
Loyola Marymount University
Lyndon State College
Lyon College
Madonna University
Manchester College
Marietta College
Marymount University
Maryville University
Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy
   and Health Sciences

Massachusetts Institute of     
   Technology
McKendree University
Medical College of  Wisconsin
Meharry Medical College
Mercer University
Mercy College
Meredith College
Metropolitan State University
Michigan State University
MidAmerica Nazarene University
Millersville University
Millikin University
Mills College
Minnesota State University
Missouri State University
Montreat College
Moravian College
Morningside College
Mount Mercy College
Muhlenberg College
Murray State University
National University
Neumann College
New Jersey City University
New York University
Newman University
Niagra University
North Dakota State University
North Georgia College & State   
   University
North Park University
Northeastern Illinois University
Northeastern University
Northern Illinois University
Notre Dame College
Nyack College and Alliance   
   Theological Seminary
Oakton Community College
Oblate School of  Theology
Ohio Northern University
Ohio University
Old Dominion University
Our Lady of the Lake College
Pacifi c Union Colleg
Park University
Paul Quinn College
Philadelphia University
Phillips Graduate Institute

Point Loma Nazarene University
Point Park University
Pomona College
Pontifi cal Catholic University of   
   Puerto Rico
Prairie View A&M University
Wilson College
Princeton University
Providence College
Randolph College
Randolph-Macon College
Reinhardt College
Roanoke College
Robert Morris College -     
   Pennsylvania
Rockhurst University
Rollins College
Roosevelt University
Rust College
Rutgers University
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College
Saint Xavier University
Samford University
San Diego State University
Scripps College
Seton Hill University
Shawnee State University
Siena Heights University
Simpson College
Simpson University
Skidmore College
Sonoma State University
South Carolina, Aiken
South Dakota State University
Southeast Missouri State University
Southwestern University
Spelman College
St. Ambrose University
St. Augustine’s College
St. Francis College
St. Joseph College, Connecticut
St. Joseph’s University
State University of New York,   
   Brockport
State University of New York,   
   Cortland
State University of New York,      
   Fredonia



State University of New York,   
   Potsdam
Stonehill College
Stout University of  Wisconsin
Sweet Briar College
Taccoa Falls College
Tennessee State University
Texas Chiropractic College 
Texas Lutheran University
Texas State University
Texas Woman’s University 
The College of New Rochelle
The College of  William and Mary
The College of Wooster
The Cooper Union
The King’s College
The Ohio State University
The University of Georgia
Thomas Moore College
Towson University
Trinity International University
Truett-McConnell College
Tufts University
University of South Dakota
Unity College in Maine
University of Arizona
University of Buffalo
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Los Angeles
University of California, San Diego
University of California, Santa   
  Barbara
University of Central Missouri
University of Charleston
University of Dayton
University of Denver
University of Hartford
University of Hawaii at Hilo

University of Idaho
University of Iowa
University of Maine at Fort Kent
University of Mary Washington
University of Maryland
University of Massachusetts
University of Massachusetts, Boston
University of Memphis
University of Michigan, Dearborn
University of Minnesota
University of Montevallo
University of New England
University of New Mexico
University of North Carolina
University of North Dakota
University of North Florida
University of Notre Dame
University of Pittsburgh
University of Puerto Rice at Cayey
University of Puget Sound
University of Rhode Island
University of Richmond
University of South Carolina,   
   Beaufort
University of Southern Mississippi
University of St. Thomas, Minnesota
University of St. Thomas, Texas
University of  Texas at San Antonio
University of  Toledo
University of  Virginia’s College
   at Wise
University of  West Georgia
University of  Wisconsin
University of Wisconsin - Green Bay
University of  Wisconsin, La Crosse
University of  Wisconsin, River Falls
University of  Wisconsin, Oshkosh
University of  Wisconsin, Whitewater

Utah State University
Valley Forge Christian College
Vanderbilt University
Vanguard University
Vassar College
Villa Julie College
Villanova University
Virginia Commonwealth University
Virgina Military Institute
Virginia State University
Warren Wilson College
Wartburg College
Washburn University
Washington State University
Washington University in St. Louis
Waubonsee Community College
Webster University
Wentworth Institute of  Technology
Wesleyan College
West Texas A&M University
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   University
Western Kentucky University
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   Sciences
Westminster College
Wheaton College
Wheaton College, Massachusetts
William Paterson University
Williams College
Winthrop University
Wofford College
Worchester Polytechmic Institute
York College of Pennsylvania





IN HONOR OF DR. ELAINE MAIMON 
Entry into the Congressional Record 

SPEECH OF 
HON. JESSE L. JACKSON, JR.

OF ILLINOIS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2007 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Madam Speaker, I rise today to recognize Dr. Elaine Maimon as Governors 
State University's fifth president.  

I am proud to represent Governors State University, the only public university in the Chicago's 
south suburbs. Established in 1969, GSU's student body currently numbers 6,000 students, 
consisting primarily of young adults transferring from community colleges as well as older working 
adults returning to complete their education and advance their lives.  

On November 3, GSU will formally install Dr. Elaine Maimon as its fifth president.  

Dr. Maimon will lead a university committed to the principles of diversity. Forty-five percent of 
GSU's students are minority. Thirty-one percent of its faculty is minority--double the national 
average.

Dr. Maimon will lead a university that is accessible. A study conducted by the Lumina Foundation 
has recognized GSU as the most accessible university in the region.

Dr. Maimon will lead a university that meets the highest standards of demonstrable academic 
quality. Eighty percent of its faculty hold doctoral degrees or the highest degree in their field. The 
university itself is fully accredited, as is each program with an associated national accrediting body.

Dr. Maimon will lead a university connected with its community. Approximately 25,000 elementary, 
middle-school, and high school students visit Governors State each year for educational and 
cultural experiences. GSU faculty members work closely with local governments, school districts, 
and law enforcement agencies to help meet the needs of the region. The university's business 
development center has helped secure nearly $55 million in financing since 2000 and has created 
and retained more than 1,100 jobs in the region.  

More than 30,000 men and women have graduated from GSU since its founding. Most graduates 
still reside in the region, where they serve as teachers, healthcare professionals, executives, 
entrepreneurs, and municipal leaders. Their lives have been transformed and their communities 
enriched because they had access to a quality university education.  

GSU is a model for the kind of university Dr. Maimon has advocated, developed, and enriched 
throughout her academic career. Over the years, she has invested her considerable talents to 
provide access and opportunity, to encourage dreamers to help dreams come true, and to help 
meet the needs of the underrepresented and underserved.  

She has demonstrated the integrity, vision, and commitment required to take GSU to new levels of 
excellence and service.

Welcome, Dr. Elaine Maimon, and congratulations, Governors State University. 





Installation Week Events

Monday, October 29
Art Exhibition - Dr. Margaret Burroughs 

 (Continues through November 5)

Global Solutions: Demanding Total Accountability for Climate Change
Distinguished Lecture - Tom S. Mullikin, Author and Lecturer

Artist Reception - Dr. Margaret Burroughs

Tuesday, October 30
Discussion and Exploration of the Creation of a Doctoral Program in Leadership at GSU

Panelists:  Dr. Eric Martin - Dean, GSU College of Arts and Sciences (Moderator); Dr. Sondra Estep - Coordinator, 
Educational Administration, Governors State University; Dr. Dorothea Fitzgerald - Coordinator, GSU Graduate 

Cohorts; Dr. William Nowlin - Dean GSU College of Business and Public Administration; Angela 
Winters-Harmon - Assistant Dean of Student Life & Multicultural Affairs, Prairie State College; 

Dr. Doreen Vieitez - Professor of Education, Social and Behavioral Sciences Department, Joliet Junior College

Wednesday, October 31
Business Ethics and Social Responsibility - Panel Discussion

Panelists: Dr. Anthony Andrews - Associate Professor, GSU College of Business and Public Administration 
(Moderator); Dr. Susan Brooks Thistlethwaite - President, Chicago Theological Seminary; Dr. Christopher Anne 
Robinson-Easley - Associate Professor, GSU College of Business and Public Administration; Reverend Dr. Leon 

Finney - Woodlawn Organization & Woodlawn Community Development Corporation; Patrick Ormsby - President, 
Bimba Manufacturing

Thursday, November 1
The Impact of Education on Health and the Workforce in the 

Latino Community - Roundtable Discussion
Panelists: Dr. Catalina Ramos-Hernandez - Director, GSU Latino Center for Excellence (Moderator); 

Jose Arrom - Grant Development Investigator, UIC Midwest Latino Health Research, Training, and Policy Center; 
Dr. Adriela Fernandez - Associate Dean for Academic Programs, College of Liberal Arts, Purdue University, West 
Lafayette Campus; Phyllis Johnson - Director, GSU Center for the Research on Vulnerable Populations; Virginia 
Martinez - Legislative Staff Attorney, Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund (MALDEF); Alicia 
McCray - Director, GSU Metropolitan Institute for Leadership in Education; Jorge Mujica - Mexico del Norte

The Globalization of Higher Education - Panel Discussion
Panelists: Dr. Mary Clark - Assistant Professor, GSU College of Business and Public Administration; 

Dashan Cui - CenterPoint Global Trade Center at GSU; Dr. Marsha Katz - Professor, GSU College of Business and 
Public Administration; Dr. Gary Lyon - Associate Professor, GSU College of Arts and Sciences; 

Dr. Nancy MacMullen - Nursing Department Chair, GSU College of Health Professions; Vreni Mendoza - Director, 
GSU Offi ce of International Services



Scholars or Citizens, Workers or Poets? The Fertile Mess of Teaching and Learning Writing
Panelists: Dr. Elaine P. Maimon - President, Governors State University (Moderator); Dr. Douglas Hesse - Professor 
and Founding Director of the Marisco Writing Program, University of Denver; Jason Evans - Professor of English, 

Prairie State College; Bette Conkin - Kankakee Community College

Friday, November 2
Business Appreciation Breakfast (Invitation Only)

Presented by The CenterPoint for Entrepreneurs at GSU

Seeds of Greatness - A Salute to Student Achievements
Presented by the GSU Student Senate

Presidential Reception

Saturday, November 3
Pre-Program Breakfast (Invitation Only)

Installation Ceremony

General Installation Reception

Nathan Manilow Sculpture Park Tours

Display - Juried Works of GSU Faculty



Academic Symbols

The Presidential Medallion
The President’s Medallion is one of the grand traditions of higher education, symbolizing the 
authority and responsibility associated with the presidency.

The specially designed medallion is worn around the neck on a chain and compliments the 
dignity and symbolism of traditional academic regalia. The Governors State University President’s 
Medallion is worn whenever the president participates in ceremonies involving the use of 
academic regalia, including all such services held by other educational institutions on their 
campuses or in nearby facilities.

GSU’s Presidential Medallion signifi es the authority conferred by the Board of Trustees upon the 
President as the chief executive offi cer of the university. By virtue of her offi ce, the President is 
personally entrusted with the responsibility of promoting the mission and values of Governors 
State University.

Typically, the Medallion is presented at the Presidential Installation, signaling the beginning of 
a newly appointed president’s tenure in offi ce. Each Governors State University president has 
proudly worn the Presidential Medallion as a symbol of the responsibility of the offi ce bestowed 
upon her.



The Governor’s Mace

The governor’s mace, carried by the marshal who leads the 
academic procession, is a symbol of the authority of the 
university as a degree-granting institution. The legal authority 
of the university is grounded in the intellectual authority of the 
distinguished faculty who follow in the procession.

In antiquity, the mace was a weapon used to establish the 
“authority” of the physically strong. Its transformation into 
a symbol of intellectual authority is both a tribute to, and a 
reminder of, the civilizing force of a university’s teaching, research, 
and community service.

Engraved on the four side-panels of the governor’s mace are (1) 
the seal of the state of Illinois; (2) a cardinal, the state bird; (3) the 
seal of the former Illinois Board of Governors Universities; and 
(4) an inscription which reads “The governor’s mace, a symbol of 
tradition and authority of Governors State University, dedicated 
to the search for excellence in the pursuit of truth, knowledge, 
and the love of learning. Presented by Peter Levin, friend of the 
university, June 2, 1979.”

GSU Logo

The three sides of the “triangle” symbolize the university’s 
teaching, research, and community service functions. The three 
lines visually suggest the shape of a rocket, reminding us both 
that the university was founded within days of Neil Armstrong 
setting foot on the moon and that the university is a hope-fi lled, 
pioneering community, committed to a better future for all men 
and women.

The circle symbolizes the fact that the university is, indeed, a 
community. Finally, the fact that the tips of the triangle reach 
beyond the circle indicates the university’s outreach into the 
region, state, and nation and its commitment to teaching, research, 
and community service.

Academic Symbols



The GSU Promise

The GSU Promise is a commitment to provide qualifi ed low-income graduates from Illinois 
community colleges the opportunity to earn a baccalaureate degree debt-free.

The plan addresses a critical social need. Only 10 to 15 percent of students who enter community 
college with an intention of earning a bachelor’s degree actually do so. The numbers are 
depressingly low in part because students fear to burden themselves with large amounts of debt, 
and in part because they simply do not know of aid that is available. That represents more than a 
personal tragedy. It is also a loss for our region, which needs a well-educated workforce.  

Low-income students are eligible for Federal Pell grants and aid through Illinois’ Monetary 
Assistance Program.  But federal and state aid may not cover the full cost of an education. The 
GSU Promise will cover the difference.

For the region, the GSU Promise is an investment that will inspire, educate, and motivate the 
future teachers, entrepreneurs, nurses and healthcare professionals, administrators, law enforcement 
offi cials, mayor and city managers, and others - the professional workforce we need to lead the 
development of one of the fastest growing regions in the nation.



Founding Contributors
GSU Promise

$10,000 - $20,000 

Dr. Elaine P. Maimon & 
Dr. Mort Maimon

Mr. Wilbur Morrison

GSU Alumni Association

$5,000 - $9,999

Bimba Manufacturing/
Mr. Pat Ormsby

Dr. Gebeyehu Ejigu and 
Mrs. Genet Ejigu

Dr. William A. Nowlin & 
Mrs. Gloria Nowlin

Rich Township

Mr. William L. & 
Mrs. J.L. Sanders

$1,000 - $4,999

Dr. Joseph Addison & 
Mrs. Jane Addison

Ms. Evelyn Anderson

Mr. David Barr 

Mr. Ronald Bean & 
Dr. Sharon G. Bean

Mr. George Bernstein & 
Mrs. Jean Bernstein

Mr. Sterling Burke & 
Mrs. Arlene Burke

Mr. Charles Connolly

Mr. Oliver Fifer

Mr. Michael Fisher & 
Mrs. Iris Fisher

Dr. Glenna Howell

Ms. Alexis Kennedy

Dr. Jagon Lingamneni

Mr. Donald Morrison & 
Mrs. Helen Morrison

Ms. Lorine S. Samuels

Dr. Aida Shekib

Mr. J. Jeffrey Thrall 

Dr. Peggy Woodard

Mr. Dashan Cui & 
Ms. Dia Zhang

$500 - $999

Mrs. Lois Anthonisen

Dr. Linda Buyer

Mr. John Foster

Ms. Tracy Sullivan

Dr. Sherilyn Poole

$499 or less 

Mr. Jeffrey Alfano & Dr. 
Kimberly Huntington-Alfano

Mrs. Catherine Balthazar

Mr. Paul Blobaum

Ms. Gail Bradshaw 

Mr. John Bradshaw

Mrs. Carol Cortilet-Albrecht

Ms. Louise Dawkins

Mr. John DeLaurentis & 
Mrs. Kristi DeLaurentis

Ms. Vanyette Exton

Dr. Dorothea Fitzgerald

Mr. Anthony Fontana & 
Mrs. Lorraine Fontana

Mr. Bruce Friefeld 

Ms. Marjorie Godowic

Ms. Elizabeth Green 

Mr. Victor Griffi n

Ms. Rosemary Hulett 

Ms. Veronica Hunt

Mr. Gregory Kain

Ms. Karen Kissel

Mrs. Jean Malloy

Dr. Eric Martin 

Mr. Ronald McDavid

Mr. John Moore

Ms. Marla Mutis

Mr. Chris Perdue & 
Mrs. Penny Perdue 

Dr. Karen Peterson

Mr. John Powers & 
Mrs. Joan Powers

Mr. Robert Rakstang

Mrs. Susan Rakstang 

Mrs. Colleen Rock-Cawthon

Dr. Linda Samson

Ms. Penny Shnay

Dr. John Simon & 
Mrs. Gigi K. Simon 

Dr. Xueqing Tang 

Mrs. Patricia Thompson 

Ms. Tera Wagner

Dr. Ting J. Wang

Ms. Rebecca Wojcik

Merle Wolen 

Dr. Lonn Wolf

Dr. Addison Woodward & 
Mrs. Pamela Woodward

Dr. Darlene Wright



$5,000 - $9,999

GSU Alumni Association

$1,000 - $4,999

Mr. David Barr

Dr. Edward Ogata and Ms. 
Kathleen Field Orr

Contributors
Presidential Installation

$500 - $999

Ms. Lorine S. Samuels

STR. Partners, LLC.

William E. Brazley & 
Associates, LTD.

$499 or less 

Ms. Lois Mayer

Ms. Elizabeth Green

Dr. Eric Martin

Ms. Marjorie Godowic

Mr. Chris Perdue & Mrs. 
Penny Perdue

Mr. Jeffrey Alfano & Dr. 
Kimberly Huntington-Alfano
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